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- 5 Fhe Nature of Reaſon. 


}. the PATHITES * 


HE Cancexe. 
Faith the ſubje& of the Thar, 
its various ACceptions. | 

3 The Dainiion of Faith in the Thx 


4 The of the Text, and Parts 
6 


of the poet 
Of Faith's In alir in general. 
# The particular FunQion of Faith i - 


'-that of an Inſtrument. 


2 Tg noapeend wich other Inte 


> 


ents. 

3 The Various Acceptions of the com: 
peting term. term. Condition. 

- 4 Faich's Conditionality ina tri Lave 


7 

'$ The _—— of Grace abſtraQly, 

* has not a ſtrift Tegal Condition; 20 

| Fvith an Inſtrument of Natural Evidence 

Zn particu . ' 

1 The Nature of Evidential _— 
ments. 

2 tk is one, by way of Sight _ 

TY The Number of Luminous Iaſtru: 

ments three, Sight, Reaſon, and. 

_ _ Faith. - ibid. 

4 The Nature of Sight. 25 


6 Fairh oy to- Reaſors _ 
Script 
- 7 Faith preferabl: to Reaſon with Seri 


-pture. 28 
8 Faith and Reaſon compared 1 in gene- 


ral. 30, 
9 Alt Creatures repreſent ſomewhat Wy 
. God-- 


0 Man only his Image by Faith and 
Reaſon: 


pr) - By Faith Man 'is the Image of ths: 
. Trinity, 33- the Capacity of Faith 3 As "diſtinf from them, is more pro- 


the Father by Contrapoſition, 34. 


A Schematical TND E X. 
| £ x3 By Faith we fee God more imme- 


nwly, by Reaſon his Image on- 
y 
I4 pg whole apperice fart 


ſon one reticular. 
I5 by Fakhowl 2 nk nook. 
eaſon it” 

Faith y Reſon its only ap il 

Proof and Argument. 
r Faith is an 

- to convince of 

ſibles. 


2 Experiences a moſt mtg 
3 Faith i isan jan experiments} Eid 


4 All Believers have exprincs of us 


cen things. - 
F- By *his experience tha "intads fo 


= - 


them. FT 
Faith an lofricheit' , of 
Subſt antistion,- © © 
r Faith is an earneſt or lafrumen of 
conveyance,becauſe a 


2 An earneſt of- hoped for things, be = 


cauſe an Hypoſtaſir. 
3, From the Nature of an id 
4 Prom the Nature of Faith. 54 
In what Refpeftr Faith is an EarneB or 


infirument of Gonyeyance, | 


ears anal 


confirmed about. >= = 


% 
Fed 


—_ 


r Notas a Work or Meris 56. 
2 Bur as a Gift. 57 - 
3 As Correlative to the Obje&t. _ 59, 
4 In _— of Divine Inftitution.-e 
ja In reſpett of its Firneſs. > Es 
' The Concluſion im theſe Aphoriſing, © 


1 All terms of Art applied to Divine | 


things, admit of limitations. 62 


' 2 Faith in common with other Graces, 


may be call'&a condition five quo 
ibid. 


perly an Inſtrument. 1big. 


the Obje& of Faith the Son, ar is 4 Nor a tegal licion” with. Gn of 


the Son, 35-. the Ev the "Ph 
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Truly Honourable and- Nobly. Keke th 'd 
Sir JOHN THOMSON, Ke. Bar Patriot 
of his Country, and Chiet of his Family. 


4 To his Right Honourable Lady my Lady 
| FRANCES THOMSON, Daughter to- 
Fade the late Earl of Angleſea, 4 (onfiliis Sacris &' Sis 
| _ | - gillo;Privato Carol. II. Regis. | 


[ -To'the much Reſp ected and Renowned WHTLs 
[- LIAM TH OMSON, Capt. and his Be--_. 4 
loved Conſort K 4 THE RINE THOM £15 

SON, . Daughter of the late Famous General, - _ * 
Licutenant- General Drummond. 


- Toat the Honourable and Honeſt Families of 
| © that Numerous , Ancient, and Honeſt Name of: 
THOMSON, eſpecially the Branches of the: 
Four Famous Merchants and Brothers in- the: 
City of London. 


Grace, Mercy, and Peace. DO = 


 Hoyeurdl Sir R 


Tong HIS payment is Scholay's 5 Coin ; ſuch as.we have, 

- ' we gives tho it ſeldom deſerves a Receipt in fall,, 

. Jet it is fair Reckoning, and that ſavours' of Hoe. 3 

"nes neſty when inſolvent... My Accompt is Seven yoare >: 1 by 
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- The Epiſtle: Dedicatory. 


for {ſumma rotalis. Th: value of Lotters ſink in tim? of 
War uſually, yet they are always currant with" the-Inzent- 


ous; and in a. ſpecial manner with Sir John Thomſon. 7 


ſend this as naturally to your Study, as Rivers return to the 


| Ocean, and to your Patronage, expeting the ſame quitt to 


it that I enjoyed under it for a conſiderable period of my life, 
when the Weather abroad was very ſtormy. But I crave no 
Patronage , without Approbation to the Trath in it , not the 
Treatment of it ; its Garb is wery Courſe, but its Heart is 
H:neſt, for which I appeal to your Tudament, for 1 know not 
where to find a more Competent Fudge of the Dotrine of our 
firſt Reformers, from whence we Glory in the Name of Pro- 
teftant : Nor. where to find a more Impartial Judge in kny 
Affair : Catoniſm is your greateſt Crime. , your Adverſaries 
being Judges. 1 wiſh your proſperity in Piety and Learning, 


might encourage many an Engliſh Gentleman that needs it, - 


to follow your Example , .and. convince .them that the laſt 
may be firſt ; and I have a conſtant Monitory of Sympathy 


 towiſh, that you may proſper , and be in health, as your Soul 


profpers. 


wo 3 
Madam, 6 bows 
Uch has been your kindneſs, thit I ought not in this 
x. * Monument of Oratituae, nor can I in, anv, part your 
Hopour from Sir John, nothing but Death'can be ſo cruet, 


as to break a Bod of Love cemented with ſo many amiable . 


Pl:dzes , thim which the Nobility of your Birth, and the 
Hajpineſs of your Engrafture , are not greater. Bieſſungs. 
Rathel 4d Leah, with both their Handmaias., have not 
laid more living Stones in the building Jacob's © Houſe ; 
and yet Number is the ſmall: Bleſſing, it ts not .one of a 


| Tribe, or two of a Family, rich Bleſſings ! unt ſome are 


already crown'd with Glory, ſome nigh ripe in Grace, all 


. hopeful. But Children, hopeful Children; gracious Chilaren, 


glorious 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


glorious Children, are not the only good things you have 
. been fertile in ; I have been a witneſs, a ſharer, a difſpens_ 


fer to ſore of a more moral nature; but it yet 100-eay- 
ly, and long may it be before the, fit Seaſon for publiſhing 
your Vertues. | | | 


hh 


Captain, 


World, it is juſt you ſtand Godfather for it alſo ; that 
Deſire was but a ſmall Spark of the Zeal you have exerted 


for publiſhing the Truth 'of the Goſpel in City and Country. 


By Sea and Land, in England and the Indies, you have 
promoted preaching of the Goſpel. It is not' one Synagogue 
only you have help'd to' build, nor one Pilgrim Prophet 
your Houſe has been Hoſpital to. Tou have not only-been 
a kind Patron to the Levites in your Family, but a Father 
t0 their Children, and a Husband to the Widow; and as 


your help has been meet in your Domeſticks, ſo chearſully 


encorraging in your Picty and Charity, 


Gentlemen, 


Here is no Namie better known to me than yours ; 
[ome in Scotland wery ancient Families, if the An: 


tiquaries Rule -be trae, your Name is older thas the uſe of 


Sirname, Some in the North of Englend very numerous :; 
in Germany ſome Soldiers of great Valour, Some Divines 


' of great Learning. both in Scotland azd England; four - 


noted Writers at one time. Some Merchants -of great Ris 
ches, as the four famous Brothers, Mr. Maurice, the Colo- 
nel, Sir William, and the Major, who found the Stone 
their Father in vain fought loag for. . But tho gh neither 
Divinity nor Morality confiſt in Names, I never obſery'd 
any Name that Uprightneſs ana Integrity did accompany 
with fewer Exceptions , and generally a love to Religion, 
; than 


Our particular Deſire midwiv'd this Birth into the 
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The F pile Dedicatory. 


than the Name of Thumlon : But as there is a Name bet- 
ter than the name of Sons and Daughters, fo than this of 
yours, to be the Sons of God, called by his Name, and Cal- 
"ers on it. That this may be more generally your Privi- 
ledge, and that this ſmall Treatiſe of the fewe of Heavew, 
the fee of Felicity, the hold of Happineſs, and tenure of 
' Eternity, may contribute to entitle you 30 this Inheritance, 
and give you comfortable Evidence of it, is and ſhall be the. 
Prayer of | : 


Your Miniſter in Goſpel-Service,. 
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| Faith, and Dutics of Pradiice, He had coun the met port of: 
the Epitite-crencd of -rhe DoEtines: of Faich 6f the 


Goſpel, eſpecially Chrift in his Perſon and Offices , as tipified by 
the Old. Legal Worſhip: Heneb ih thE 10th Chapter, v. 21, he ex- 
horts to the exerciſe of Faith, ſince there is {o-great, "are, and clear 


dns aan for it ; Let #s draw near in fulll"aſſrance of faith. (2) Ht 
okes £0 it from the necd of Faith: En FE minifoktt AK 


on, Verſe 35. Caſt not away ek your confidence, for CON 
trarrontd 


: cho faith of that 1 


£<, 


= of it, Verſe ”y 39-. The wy Fi libe by. faith — Ie are of” 
at gps zo the ſaving of the ſaml. ©: In'this Texc'he ſtews what: 
which he afterwards 'cxemplifies þ 


| Sareh te by its effe&s, untill he comes to the 12th Chapter, 'v 


he hh emer; ies greae Cape and*Anrhor; mt tm 
os 2} It. is ptoper in reſpe& of the Faith now 


to be delctibed, the 0 k Faith, which is &brabam's Faith, as 


ky is a pattern 6f Belicyers:Fai under the, Goſpeh:: For Feze frith 
rar th 'Faith here de ends: both the Faith-of 


the Gas Teftament and the New ; by the Eons here brought, / 
and the uſe he brings it for, ſhews the truth of Bexa's Notion ; -fot 


| Tos fromthe Believers of. the Old Teftament to the believers 0 | the 


Fhrave rwo pants in he Text th thing defintd, Fakh 1 and 
the definition of it. it ir the ſubſtazce, &c 


Þ ſhalt begin with the HRW, Falth) the ditkrent a, abcep- : 


rations whereof occaſions maily diffete ne definitions of Faith ; 5 not / 


only between them that are found and erroneous,. but among the 


. by 45 + of þ) 
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Mo ”- Wo Eacaz ; 7 this tr eg "4 
le's ſeripe,.who ix-iſchi "of the Faith by 
apt” the: Fai At "which it x8? evg Fn ' £ w £ S 


A Prate fe which th > tbe. 
JEM cannot be fabd.in aby eolendble write that they paſſed 
<> Scai by the: 'Dodrines of the Gofpyl 5 and: that 
a Nats wk Jerichs fell 4, and: the: Fatlor Rabdbs did; not periſh. 
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Things hoped [means | 
wy "wo for, and things not ſeen, is tos W.2n 
limited to comfrehetsl all the Dotrines which we do believe 4. 
the Scriptbre, which is the Record of Faith, propolts. mavy fe 
things, and many things 'mote feared" thin hoped for. ; 
Mes, and itany more, ſaw Cheift in the on of all t Obes be 
in his Perfon, fate of Humiliation,and Exaltation, AQions and Suh er” 
_ iygsF/ it is therefore without doabe Faith pal vely en is here de» 
ſcribed. But that wants not its different nn Tea, TIC meti 
for Hiſtorical Faith alone, an' affent to' pri 4T aths won th | 
Teſtimony of the Speaker; ſornefinie for log Fat Faith, and, 
without doubt is the Faith here defcribed ; tor eltam 
ceding words fay, B's the fairh-of them that believ to the } "arg the 
ſoul. The Faith by which the juſt Ives; buceven, Savin abu 
wauts hot its Spaig- ET 65. thor Aa i 
liniftedly, as" diſtinct Yom af 7 
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| ER IR ed, 7ACES3, 1 
ie as defined with'te as das my thelowelt, 
or middte degree of Faith; Poe ron only what's effent Fs 


_—_— oro J omettunes I defined more po 
te nacure,”elther'38 ah'a& of, @Sph 
tics mote relatly rs With roſpatt tots : 
reaſori of thetrt goltig/ under ſeveral' deavriila : 
reſpe& to the new aFag ry It 
or Riftorical Faith, * Ser ture bears he fame r6l, 
Gbod'and the Sbul, *1 & other 
ab beter 
7 | 
Ttuft is t\wo-folk 
the Pexfon's 
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tion, the Apolile Paz), that Feſus FRE came to ſave here; ; 
that is, bb is no. Term, 'no.Co ition ſo hard, but is worthy the 


acceptance” in order to ſuch An end ; and this. Conſent bears fomc- 
times the » Name. of Relignatio: becauſe indeed. Univerſal Religna- 
tion is-t at we, conſent to " Though h- this is..as, neceſſary. to our 
Salvation. as a0y>,. But Tthink it is more remote. from the nature of 
Faith: than any of the former: Mr. Ba. again(t_ Dr. Criſp. P-. 94s 

Truſt is the formal a, and truſtitieſr the formal ob. Conſent is the mate- 
rial a2. John 1.14. To as ay 45 received him, to them gave he pormer ,— 
even to them that bilieve in his nams z, the one is commonly thought ex- 
plicarive of the other, yet it cms additional to. nprehend the 
whole condition of the Covenant truſtin p,apg ohe lence.to bimz 


fn ar oth - Fs tly-in | Sep 
bh an#fo I think j ſe event d.in 
© of the three former \Objes here mentioned, vis. ne 
-God or Duty, but only hoped for unſcen thing | 
The ſecond thing is the Definition ir ff i fl genera ton which S 
Interpreters propoſe theſe” Two qui whether, the 
Definition'be a good 'Dchoition,” Fea.0 LENNY: ſnd la Thu £X= 


we would call every thing a ition. wher _ word is 
is put, as Leatningis a Comfort in Te ty,. aud an | tin 
Bobs and with him Calvin and Gerard aha8E : "But if the mate. 
ted 6h. human, Ja £4.07, ; VN, e.m y drop: 

Far "0ppal Wo to r-ahd, id beop lay, 
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1 er As and Objects; ; and Tg it [55 an Fes = is s not. 
vfitient with a Definition, fot nothi 
d chings'of great worth and cxcellency .< 
rion) of "their Natures.|, When the" vs 3th Hos Ns dg 
finition maſt beLuſtre and Gtory > hoy ave w .a5 to oo 
. onething; thart'it is infallibly trae: Ak dly. its. a pparent to me; 
hn owes is not a perle& Definition of Faith [4 all its ſeveral 


re peds, 


\ 


reſpeis yet reſpedting the Objects, we exif Godfor has: as __ Ly 


- without a Saving Faith, except he add Savingly,--and:chen- the Sub- 


ded: inte«,0'1 - The Object hoped f 


"05. 


nition is compleat3 and though it ſeem-difficalt or, obſcure, theſe — 
guel of the Diſcourſe may ſhew-that it is morefrom: [the weakneſs of .; © 
our Minds, the mylterjouſnels of the 'Matter, -2ad; eur unacquaiot» : 5," 
edgeſs with.it:chitit flows from:than theBhraſes that the. things are ..- 
cloathed-with. The 29. Queſtion is, Whether the/Dehnition con® + 4 
fiſts in bne- Propoſition or twojz Caſtel. is'for the former, xendring the . - 
ſenſe thus, Faith is the Evidetee-of Tavifible ning which 2pe bape for ſub- - 

jetied; viz. Inour Minds or $0/our:tbou2brs.'Reefp,. 114 This is; only s De- j- _ 
finition of Hiſtorical Faith;7many ate: convinced of unſeen qhings on 


jet-is not touch'd, viz. How. Faithyis'in- the Minds after'a Saving 
manner. 24. It is a:to0 narrow Definition-. of. Hiftorieal  Faith,,to 
have Hopedfox things only: for ics QbjeRs.» 34. Faithihas « farth; 
Inſtrumentality towards objcRive. Hopes,; than' bazely as. means .of 
our thoughts about it, for it is as much the infirumenr of their Ex- bh 
ikence as of-any Miracle 3 the Faithof-things Hoped;for-is as. mych 4 
the: inſtrument -of them, as. the: Faith of Miracles i ;s; of Miraclesz _ 0 
the one,as much; Raiſes our, Bodies and Gloxifies therg,,as the, other 
Cured. the Diſeaſes. and Exorcis'd: the-Devils.: 4th, The Apolils 
has.put zhe;Detinition-in Two; rRpcPoſicions,and. we ould conſorm 
our thoughts to Scripture, |: AP Ent 
--1ſhallnow begja with the Dekvitiowhn boa Wh. wherein, there: - = 2: > oo 
are Two Objeats,and Two Adcs,or relative Influences thatFaichhag i 
on theſe Objects expreſs'd in the words iasſus and vardas, Sub-  - - mh 
kance-'and;. Evidence 4. but ithereuisa Geatra); wherein thele-; - - 
Two Acts; agree; s,dnfivumgetalitys Kaith is an ns {8 -,. -. 
Dr, Owenand others helepe himi), of Sabliantating hop 


nd) Evidending; chings-ualeentcaborgh. otra _ Og .-” 


DIO ISS wk 
iptiok.gr Figarative Expr a5ithigie ph bo i5theliga, 2 
of.it 3 {Faithdis, Ny Pace, creme. 1 ern. of. Subs : Yi 
Senyacnts and. Demonfirazion. i 2t{p 522 6; ; Dir IS 2 


Bean the Tex may. be divi 
woſeen things; 3, it's;2 queſion. 
whether itbg an colargement or Lim atjon- of things Hoped-for; if 
ie. comprebend: things. feared allo,- or: if- it dillinguiſ. bermeeg. che - 
things: Hoped for inthe other world and this.5,the influeyce of Faith. 
erg, way of- dikinftion, call'd. Evidence, _ imports-.the fox-. 2 


So there arg theſe bor gram! 


Bur-fince onr Senſes are the Sablbarice:or Mfmments of Subſtantis- 
rion of {een and*terhporan/ Boped for-things' 5 Faith isonly 'of wn 
feen Hope ; there was Heeaddt wht Limitation and: the examiples.oply 
Mſtrate Faith inthisreſÞpad; is! dowerd-enizon Hope, and ity this 


fenſe only-Fſhall uſe it, butin 10 fenle- enlarge Spon it, te Influ- 


ence of 'Faith on it" being only my deti8n. 
The 2g. Which tall" be firſt inthe: Freatiſey: bsthe common'no- 


tion wherein Sabſidnce a6d Evidencedot agree'td repreſcntthe ge+ 
neral Influence of Faith' 68> his Object, which Vihd all. hoo: to be 


that Th arr Inftfemenc.' 
” Is its Hiflrumentality'43 an Eridemce in particutar, 
he the 4#Tts: 'InfirumenAlicy, -as a'Subſtance by its. own'apti- 
tude; it is an Infleument of Evgience, bavthere needs erpppaagagd £0 


make KyAnfirirnent of COHRETEney" 9 , 


Under this” "Firſt Head I ſha Diſcourſe « on hls Four Members. 

1. I ſhift prove'that Faith's general aſe and influence toward promi- 
we an hoped" for things, is that: of an laſtrument.”'- 24h." Shew 
in its general Inſtrumeritality <onfifls, 3d," How far a-Con- 

ality is E nRfche avittvies Trfteietitd)itys and + contra, where- 

in it,cannot. 4. That the Covenant of Promiſes and Hopes-is wn- 
like man's, by reaſon” of: We" want” of a remand cr Sbn- 
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| RED undexſitndy yer) ( hepment/ae Ihftamehtal Foundation; 
"—__ſack"as Vlavks- itt" $aHdy:or "Meoelth prouhd;" fot” they Toy i2'iachis 
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- a pillar that andevproply "op wr eh alive Fad tppuR oft 
Odtave bis" pa fintiiftes Hatge Catechilr ſays; Faith 
Jultifies ##ly ws it ir or Zofirambnt, and Benics' all other ways of plar” 
ces 4or it. tn tHhAt affair,” concomitant” Repeiitance, of conftguetit 
Obedience, or it (elf being imputedcither AG by Gtzce/offt, =p , - 
ai if the Grave of Faith or any 48 thereof vebe Hhlpmiterl tb. bob for- bis 
Fufbif cnti0h; but ily x3 it #5 #nArftramtens, Gee. ConfEl Ch 1 t. Fahth 
# ht abs Tnffrowhent of Jaltiffeation, 8. And! the Articles of the 
Clubh'bf/ Englimd Tay the fame; Article 1 +: Thdt 2+ 410 Faſtified by 
Piaith- only, 14-4 hilt bile ſatne DVBHhe nd very fallif” crmfort; "15" 14 noe I 
largely exgreſr'd inthe Homily of Faltifieation, the whith Homiily/fays, = — 
Page 17. I's not the #2 if Fanb" thit Foltifies; that weee by futie att of - - --Y 
vertwve that it withitt one faloer.”' Ravenſpery bids Colledted the Fachers wp 
for this; and fearee atiy of the QotifiHfivns Int Wetatthory of Prote: by 
ſtants orfiies the very tertty; Jo muth for Adthbrity. 2. 1h the Ori- 
ents] Languages the fartte wotd' fignifics Both Faith apdIniffriu- 
ment,” 5 Ghel: is the afoal word for; Inffrurnene of 'Millick, War, . 
or other- Arts, 41d. in the Chaldee Pataphraſe, it Hgnifies Truft of © 11 \ 
Hope, P/alm 31, 17, Fþave hope iii ' the' Lord. 32.40. Who has - -. "2 
Hope it the kord,/ 91:2. Who Troff in his'Word; Anthience Chilah _ - = 
is the uſaal Term for Bope br Faith; Pſ2/m"t 19. 1186: Lt the not be *....j 

aſhamed of my hope and the Etimology (ates it well for Cala 199 bg: 2 
vihes to Perfet, Compleat, or Finiſh ay thing, and the att of the = : 
Inſtrument is uſually the compleativg'a&;' rhe Inftruntent being the . - =_ 
tfiCmiſe and Execiitibher:” Ando it the Greek, 'Kim.'6., x3. the 2 
woid'that we 'Ftanffate Toftringtnt;”'2 Cor, ro. 4. is. ap fied £6 2} 
Fuich in the ove phce its Tranflated Infitihent, inthe _othet 
Weapons 3 the Weapons of 'our Warfare are trot Carnal, the Shield: g 
of Faith is the principal Inſttament- of tharWar, 'and it'is by ver- =. 
rue of this Inftrument chat Believers are fit Scriptate called Veſſets- vf 
of - Mercy, a6d Veſſels of 'Hononr, axw# an ufuat ritte for thſlth- -,*_ 
 rhents or Kouſhold Gobts,' Like 17:31.it's tranſſated Stuff. Marr. - 3 
72:29. Goods. ' 3, The ufual Metaphors that it is Tepreferited by - 
in Scripture, and other Writings, are derived from Inftraments of- | 
Arts and Sciences, it's called a Shield, an Hand, an Eye, an Arm; © © © 7 
and in this Text it 'is defined by Two.Inſtruments, theone Logical, -3 
the other Phyficat ixeſ;8 ,"i5 one of the Four Eogical Inſtruments, - "= 
by whicha thing is proved or demonſtrhted, Hypofiaſs, though it is. 
Franflated a Perfon, Heb. x. 3. which is =» dprmwuor, that which.” 
doth Subſift, yet-according.to Grammar it is Av, 75. vgtaurns, that 

. a : which: 
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_ Grace, is to 


þs ey Relation, that.the Som.is.G 

"Own . Image, in his Ong ind, \ i 
— Simplicity, all thatis in bim-being- 
God. as uphoiding his - Image and all. things: clle 


and Foundation of every thing, and Subſtance is- of. the ſame Sig- 


nification, .our Senſes. only teach theaccident, figure, colour, hard, 
_ ſoft, -ſwooth, ſweet; bitter.; but ..there-is io [a 
that. lupports them, and becauſe, WG, EO divy E. urther: into..its 
Effence wecall.jc ſubſtance, 4c. .that . hi under the: Accis 
dents, and--if.*we.;ga to the Hebrew, 1a ru the pg: See 
of MM chat which a man Lives by. Suſtenance an Inſtrument of 
Life, for M. Servile begjnoing a word in the:Hebrew, and: ending it 
in.cheLatin, tins the ben of an Indoors ta the Aion inthe: Verb; 
which is here go Live. :.4; The Particles that are annexed to it 
in Rh Mares +, s; it. tobe an. Inſfirumental: Cauſe 3 all Cauſes 


| have theifproper Particles to difiinguiſh one. anpther by; the- Parti-, 
; Cle of the material Caule is, of the efficient. by the, final for, and ſo. 
| _ the peforians: Or Couditional.i in Moral Ws Fe Aﬀairsz. .Th , 


Fer Pag an Inſtrumentare 3! to explain Faith 
Parneect and d rogh Fa, her gf. the: Particles! of the 
ELIE and E cient are often che LPR yet when the Princi-. 
_ ral Author canvat be miſtaken; viz. That God is the Author, not: 
Faith, « ele Pra es <learlydenore,t FR. DenG 4); og A 
| n. all the. Cayſcs; of: pug Jultigcation vg Salyatign Axe: 
rarkel up in theix © er; "thets bi. A0;0tt __ ; or. Faith!,but- 
. this, for inflance, God is the, ſcien Zauſe, or Chriſt the Vigs 


ble 3 he is. Judge of c Jul _ Unjuſt 4. his.,own Mercy, is tlie; 
© Motive; # Jolge ſays,. Hough gs Nees Conde £iDpd, 
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 atarQlick, or Meritorious Cauſe , +45. the; EcialaBich of Chrig 4 


this is the Price or Congition, whi Pu i ngS, ito .be-conlidercdas f 


having jany Cauſality .ppen,: OG -nts IM Ammanent” Ads of 


| God7 not t0- excite his Mercy, butto, make way to, bis: Mgrcy.s oft: 


Canſa aoni; non cauſa donandi.; he purchaſed to. Us..a, Remiſſion- 
of. S'ns., but not to God either a Power or Will 'of Pardoning, 


_ When the Deilis ( Oracle of Reaſon); fay the ToarilR: Religion, 
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ſets up one more Gracious than God, they abule it, for it ſays only 
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that Chriſt has receiv'd more Grace than all Creatures, and that no 


finfal Creature receives any but thiough-him 3; Is there more water 
in the Ciſtern thin Fountain, becauſe we receive all out of it? lt 
ſays, God out of infinite Grace made him a way. for Graces being 
Communicate to Rebels, ſo that Authority might not be contemn- 
ed, Holineſs reproached, or Juſtice injured. Some unite. here with 
Chriſt's Satisfacjon, -his Interceflion, our Prayers, our Indigency, 
and an occaſion for God's Glory ; but ſurely they mol} contound- 
edly mix diſtinct things, that put theſe under one kind of Irfluence 
and Cauſality ; that put. the Diſeaſe and: its Cure, our work and 
Chriſt's, under the ſame Cauſal Reſpect. Such might have been 
filent at the Analogical Language of our Fathers, ſaying, we are 
formally Juſtitied by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; fince the Deno- / 
mination is uſually borrowed from the formal Cauſe, 4. The/. 
formal Cauſe is not very proper in the cafe, but if we reſpe& the 
denomirfation of the concrete, it is the Righteoutnels of Chriſt ;' a 
man is called Juſt by the Righteouſneſs inherent i: himſelf, as a wall 
is called white or black 3 but it is by the Righteouſne(s of Chrift 
that we are declared judicially, or denominated and pronounc'd 
Juſtified : But fince Jultification is an Action, and the Action and 
Form of it do not differ, Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is 


_ our Juſtification, imputation,the formal Adc,and Chrift's Righteoul- 


neſs the matter Imputed ; in this a finners Juſtification is unlike 
others, being both a Pardon and a Juſtitication, So if we reſpe& the 
conſtituent Cauſes, Firſt, we are counted Juſt, then Pardoned ; if 
we reſpe&t the Sentence, the Execution, we are declared Pardoned, 
then counted Juſt, and ſo treated 3 it's called Juſtitication from 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, Imputation from the Relation of it to us, 


* not inheſion, but donation, fo as the effects may inhere. 5. The 


final is a delightful communication of God's Goodneſs in the top 
branches of Grace and Mercy, and a reſulting manifeftation of how 
Good he is,that can freely Pardon ſuch obſiinate Rebels; as man's end 
is to get, his is to give. 6.. The Inſtrumentis Twofold, 1ſt. Extcr- 
nal, As Writings are Legal Inſtruments, fo is the Word of God? 
wherein is an account of the Inheritance; and by it the Eftate being 
offered Authoritatively, it gives a Right it received. 24ly. Faith 
is the Internal and Phyfical Inſtrument that we take hold both of the 


' Writings and Contents by 3 to make it a Condition, -is to make it 


a Principal Cauſe, for a Condition is the chiet Caule of the Bargain, 
| and 
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and ſtands in the ravk of Meritorious Cauſes z and hence Two 
Conditions; for: Chriſt's Suffering and Merits thereby, is our Juſti- 
cation, and a new ſeries of Cauſes to cach. 

6ehly. Faith Mixaculous is only the Inſtrument of the Miracles ; 
therefore by parity, Faith Saving is the lnſ{trument of Salvation ; 
an effec as Miraculous as Curing the Blind, Railing the Dead, &&c. 
they were not Conditions for which Chriſt wrought theſe Works ; 
the Prayer of Faith ſhall fave the Sick, no other influence can be 
aſcribed to it, and that Faith was God's gift, when he intended to 
Cure, hz gave the Faith as earneſt of the Mercy ; it's a notable in- 
tiance to explain the other by. | 

7thly. Repentance in the Root and Secd of it. A new diſpoſi- 
_ tion of Mind, a Regeneration, is,tho no Eauſe, a Concomitant,or con- 
ditio fine qua- non, tor that is only to ſay, it is of necellity prefent, 
though of no influence, for it is-qu4, ungodly, that God pardons 
it's as a Guilty perſon even after.Regenerated Jong 3 that the Be- 
liever craves Mercy at the Throne of Grace: -It's by the hand, as 
Infirament, the Beggar receives Alms, but Head and Feet are condi» 
840 fine qua non 3, if they were not there, the Hand could not-AR, 
nor F.ith without Regeneration. A diſpoſition belongs to the” Mate- 
rial Cauſe; but we are not pardoned, qua, fo diſpoſed, but e contra, 
qua, ungodly, Rom. 4. 5. Conditio fine qua non, belongs to no Cauſe z 
fo though this diſpoſition is a condztio ſine qua non, it is not an ante- 
cedent diſpoſition, as ſuch, qualifying for Pardon, for that would 
meke it a Cauſe, and not a conditio fine qua non; the Penitent Perſon 
is Pardoned, but as a ſinner ke is Pardoned, and fin is the difpoſi- 
tion of the Subjed& that renders it capable of a Pardon. They who 
confound conditio fine qua non, Diſpoſition and Inſtrument, make the 
Material Cauſe, Efficient Cauſe, and no Caufe, all one thing : And 
when a Covenant or Legal Condition is made one, with conditio R 
ſine qa non, the maſs of confuſion ts augmented, for that is a meti- 
torious Cauſe, \ \ | 


A, * 


The Second Head, Is to ſhew wherein the Inftrumentality of Faith 
conſiſts in the batineſs of our Juſtification. In general, an. Ioſiru- 
ment is that which ſabſerves the Principal Efficient'in order to ob- | 
taining the nd, and it is either eſpecially in this caſe External, or | 

| Internal 3 the Word of God and all the N__ therein ap- 
pointed, are Inſtrumental means both of our Faith and Juſtifica- 
tion; but External ones z Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
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the Word of God ; theſe Inftruments are like the Clay and Spictle 
in Curing of the Blind, or like the Handkercheifs that were given 
by the Apoſtles, and they being often like the Staff in Gehazz's hand, 
that can work no effe&, diſcover theit own bare Infirumentality in 
this caſe, We are to work about ( not out as we read-it ) our own | 
ſalvation in the exerciſe of them z and of bis own good pleaſure God / 
works to will and to do: and hence they differ as to Succeſs and eihica- 
cy; from this Inſtrument of Faith, all that believe are Juſtitied, but 
all that hear do not believe. 2. An Inſtrument is to be confidered 
with 'Reſpe& to the Author, and the End, Matter, and. Form, 
have nothing intervening between them and their Effe&qs. Lloſtru- 
ments are only applicable where there is ſome diſtinction between , 
Cauſe and Effe&s. 1. With reſpe& to the Cauſe; it is queſtioned -* © 
among Divines, Whether Faith be an . Inftrument of Jufitfication |) 
actively conſidered, yea or no ; but Dr. Twckney and M. Froft are for 
the Affirmative, for the Phraſe of the Scripture doth countenance 
it, Rows. 3. 30. He Juſtifies the Circumcition by Faith, and the 
Uncircumcition through Faith; ſo 'tis'aſcribed to God as that which | 2 
he in Juſtification aRts by : The ObjeRion that is laid in their way ""* 
is this, That then God would Believe, and Chrift would Bcheve 
for us; but they Anſwer, He. doth not Juſtitie by aRting of Faith, 
but giving of Faith, as whenra Man conveys anEliate; though the 
Word, Writings, and Seals, are the firſt Infixumcnts of Convey- 
ing the Right, yet the giving of ja Turf, or Stone of the Inheri- 
tance, is the laſt compleating AQ ntrminga Title 3 and wich 
relation to this ſenſe, Thom. Aquin. ſays,” That Sebſtantia Subliance, 
is the beginning, or inchoation of a thing, as the Pſalnift calls the 
Embryo of himfelf in the Womb , his Subſtance , My ſubſtance was 
not hid from thee, I ſhall only add this, That certainly God doth * 
. ſomething when he Juſtikes a Perſon 3 it is a tranſient Att if a 
man be Juſtifed this year who was not the laft, God doth ſome- 
thing that makes the change; beſides Juſtitication and Adoptioi are 
new Relations, and there mult be a new Foundation. What can 
we imagine clic tobe the Action, but the giving, or the Foundati- 
on, but this Gift of Faith? 2, With reſpe& to the end, and then 
an Inſtrument is called a Mean, or in the Latin deftinarum; and this 
the Scripture owns 3 Receiving the end of your faith, the ſalvation of 
yoar ſouls ; and the end is Predicated of the Mean, when it's faid, 
Thi eternal life to know thee the only true God. Means or Inſiruments, 
with reipce to the end, are of Two. kinds, 1: Such as contribute 4 
C 2 to Fi 3 
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'@ ; i By 
, foattain the end by Inſtitution, as all External Ordinances, which 
God has enjoyned as means of our Salvation, but with the reſerve * 
-. of his Sovereign Pleaſure as to their efficacy. Faith hath its efficacy too 
by Inſtitution; for it doth not follow by any uatural Connection that 
it a man ſhould have on any part of the Image of God on him,that 
therefore he ſhould enjoy everlaſting Happineſs;for Adam once had the 
Image of God,and in it Faith, but there was then noLaw or Inſtitution 
which made that a Title of Right to eternal Blefſedneſs, without a 
perfect and perpetual complying with the DiQtates and Inclinations of 
it : But there is now under the Goſpel this Law of Heaven revealed, 
- and Authenticly proclaimed, That he who has begun a Good 
work, will perfe& it until the day of Chriſt; and that whom the God 
of: all Grace calls into eternal Glory, he willafter they have ſuffer- 
eda while, Eſtabliſh, Settle, Strengthen, and' perfe& them ; juſt 
as here on Earth, one's having a piece of another man's Greund in 
one's hand, would give no Title, nor Right, tothe Eſtate, but by 
virtue of the Municipal Laws of the Kingdom z ſuch a TranſzQion 
Legally perform'd gives Seizinof the Eftatez: and thus it's God's in- 
ſtrument by Ocdination, as Mr. Blake, Am-ſ. and Ant, Burges have ex- 
plained, and proved, 2dly. Inſtraments that have a Phyſical in- 
Huence on the End, or Effe&, are of Two kinds, either PraQtick, 


/ A body haft thou prepared me; he could not Saffer, he could not 
Bleed, nor Die, be a Prieſt, or Sacrifice, or give a Satisfaction in 
the room of man, without this Manhood: our Faith has no Intereſt 
here but in the applying of it : To as many as received bim, that is, be- 
* lieved in his Name, #0 them gave be power to become the ſons of God, 
John 7. 12. By this we receive remiſſion of fins, As 26. 18, By this we 
receive the gift of righteouſneſs. So there is a Threefold Inftrumenta- 
Ality in Faith, viz. by way of Donation, Ordination, and Applica- 
' tion; the Gift of Faith, the DoQrine about-Faith, and the Exerciſe 
\ of Faith, There are Four more diftinions of Inſtruments worthy 
our Conſideration : 1. Spiritual, ſuch as are the Thoughts of the 
Mind'z and Carnal, ſuch as are the: Tools for the Hand, or ſome 
other Senſe and Organ of man; Faith is no Carnal Inftrament; ic 
is not by the Hand, but Heart, that we accept of Chriftz with the 
heart man believes unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is made _. 
»nto ſalvation z and Spiritual Inſtruments. are of- theſe Two _— 
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Inſtruments of Life, or of Death all the Idea's, Suggeſtions, and 
Objedtive Thoughts that Satan throws into our Minds, or that bub» 
| bles up from the heat of cur own Luſts, by which Vitible things are 
repreſented as mott worthy our Choice, Time, ani Pains they are 
Inttruments of Cruelty and Death. But the Juſt lives by.Faith, the 
diſcovery of unſeen things,and the ObjcRive Sabliftency of hoped for 
things are Inſtruments ot Life. EH bo 
2dly, Infiraments are either in a large and metaphorical ſenſe, 
wherein they a&, though ſubſerviently, yet by their own form and 
aQtivity, as Creatures reaſonable are God's Infiruments,. and Cour- 
ticrs the King's Tools 3 but firiftly they are altogether paſſive with 
reſpe to the end they are Infiruments for : For inftance, Ink by 
its own nature and form makes the Paper black, but is altogether 
paſſive as to Lett«rs or Words 3 it's the Printer or Writer's Tool, 
: So the Strings of a Muſical Inſtrument are wholly paſſive as to the 
melodious noiſe they ſuffer 3 the harmony is ordered by the Mu- 
ſician, and they are either compleat Beings, as a Saw or Sword ; 
or-incompleat , .not ſubfiſting by themſelves, as our Members and 
Faculties; and of this laſt kind Faith is; for the Eye is paſhve in 
ſeeing, and the Mind in underſtanding ; and if there be any de- 
grees more paſſive in the knowledge, that comes by impreſſion 
| there ſeems more'aRivity in the mind, as to the knowledge, by 
; ſenſation or reflexion eſpecially , our Eye is paſhve in ſeeing other | 
; things by light z but when terminate on the Sun it's paſhve unto 
pain ſenlibly felt : It's new Logick to attribute an efficiency To. 
ſfiraments ; for though it's reckoned among the Effcients, it is be- 
cauſe by its aptitude it's more like them: than final,' material, or: 
forma}, but nothing-is more like than conditio ſine qua non & Inftru- 
 mentum; for the one is a cauſe without proper cthciency,only pathve 
. aptitude ; the other is neceſſary to the effe&t, without cauſality z 
aS a Lawyer muſt be in the Court to-plead his Client's Cauſes. his 
preſence is a condition, but no cauſe. So Regeneration being a. 
neceſſary concomitant of Faith,and Repentance in the Root, muſt be 
preſent when we are juſtified ; they are conditio fine qua non, but not 
Inftruments, becauſe they want a natural fitneſs to unite the Soul 
- and Chrift; to receive him, and: be received by him, are the acts 
and gifts of Faith; the one an unition on God's-part, the other uni- 
 . en on ours: So Faith is more than a conditio fine qua non. and is 
© properly an Inſtrument with refpe& to hop'd for things. They are. 
very nice who. fall out for ſuch a difference. | 


| | 


2 


Oe o {En  hetlk RY 7h - © 41 4 » 4 4 A 
* LCL oh " I TY « 4 Se A Sod OOO TEES. jy Ot »- , © 8 "oo 'P 4 
64 = 2 Sg 5 | + Wo EP OY — ade: h "Mp A te. a ax 

. - : . n . , Ss 0 

« ; 8 ,' - 4 , jo ax 

ge - o 

- i 
: I o_ 
4 - 


 34ly, Inſtruments are. cicher natural, when their fitne(s ſerves for 
the effect alone 3 as a Sced of Corn for producing the Stalk, Blade 
and Ear, and theſe are-more Cauſes than'bare Inſtruments : So 
Faith with refpe& to conquering the World, mortifying Luſts, re- 
liſting Satan, 'parifying the heart, it doth it by its own titneſs ; one 
cannot through faith fee hop'd-for things, but will practically and 
effcQually prefer them to this World, But there are Inſtruments ſu- 
pernatural, when another cauſe produceth the effe, by virtue of 
a Promiſe, Contrad or Inſtitution z as when Satan cures a Diſcaſle, 
raifes in the Brain the notion where a thing loſt or fiolleris, at the, 
uſe of his Charms and"Orcdinances : And thus Faith, though by its 
natural fitneſs it unites to Chritt, there was need of Divine Ialticu- 
tion to make it give right to the Promiſe ; and fo Faith is properly 
a mean, and ſo is Repentance: Promiles by Infiitution are annexed 
to both ; the end, Salvation z and they are neceflarily united by Di- 
vine appointment, and ſo was the faith of Miragdes, Thy faith hath 
made thee whole. | 
__ 4thly, Inſtruments differ in their dignity 3 a Tool is a pitiful mean 
Title, but there are noble Inſtruments ; the Word, the Miniliry, Or- 
dinances, the Body and Blood of Chrilt, were, and are noble ones : 
So is Faith a rare one, ſcarce to be found when Chrifi comes to look 
for Believers; a neceſſary one, impoſſible to pleaſe God, or be plea- 
ſant in his eyes, without it ; it's the only Bridge over the Gulph 
a profitable one, Remiſſion, Juſtification, Heaven, are the gains 5 
the Inheritance is of Faith, and we are Heirs of God by Chiiftz it's 
a noble one, Chriſt dwells in us by it. 


I come to the 3d Head, the Negative; to prove that Faith is not 

a Condition ſo es may not confift with its In{trumentality 3 a Proca- 
fartic and an Inſtrumental are far diſtin&-in order of Cauſes; when ' 
a King pardons a Perſon , his former Service, future Uſcfulnels , 
a Sum of Money, or Intercft of Courticrs, is the Protatartick Caule, 
that is, the meriting; but the Inſtrumental is his' Word , Writing, 
\ Seal, or ſome Syrabol accuſtomed to that ule 3 this is a very diſcri- 
minating Character between a true Proteſtant and an Arminian, $9- 
. cinian, or Papiſt: Is it for Faith we arc juſtihed, or by it, when the 
Scripture ſays Faith is imputed to us for Righteoufnels ? is it the 
Ad or the Objet? Arminius, in his Epiſtle to Hippalgus, ſays, Faith 
7s the objec of Imputatiom. Socinus, Tt pleaſed God to put our Faith in 
the place of Righteouſneſs. Remoali. of Dort , The Covenant of _ 
| | - conſiſts 


2 1% » 
> 


of Chriſt 3 but that God graciouſly reputes our imperfedt Obedience of Faith 
for perfet. Bat yet they will not have it bear the name of a Meri- 
tortous Cauſe, but conditio ſine-qua non 5 this Smalcius oppoles to an 
Infrumentalz and Socinw in his Synopiis of Jultification, We 4o 
not affirm that Holineſs is the «ficient or impulſive cauſe of our Juſtification, 
but cauſa fine qua non, & term of bis own coining 3 for conditio fine qua 
' non,is not a cauſe, but ſomewhat neceſſary to the effeq without cau- 
ſality, therefore this cauſe muſt be reduced to efficient matter or 


form. This controverlie is of concern ; for the Purity of the Gofpel,7 


the Glory of Free Grace,the Honour of Chriſt,and Humility of Man 
depends on it; and as Chemnitins ſays, The Dezil bends all bis enmity 


conſiſts not in thir, that we ave juſtified. by Faith, 4s it apprchcnds the Mirit 


” 5. 


againſt t 3; be cannot hinder our Salvation in its efficient cauſe , therefore | 
he attempts it in the application, either to rob #s of tbe organ and inflrument.' 


of it, or corrupt and deprave it. And as it is of concern, ſo it wants 
not difficulty, for Proteſtants commonly. defend the Covenant-of 
Grace to be conditional, and pardon of fin is one of its great Pro- 
miſcs in it 3 Faith is a duty antecedent in order, therefore it's the 
condition of Juſtification. . To remove this, I ſhall firlt ſhew in what 
reſpeRs Faith is a condition. 2dly, In what reſpe&t it is not. 34ly, In 
what reſpe& the Covenant of Grace is unlike Man's by reaſon of re- 
moving a proper conditionality out of ir. For the t:r{t, the Equi- 
yocation is remov'd from a word when it's applied to its proper 
Science or Art ; and there are theſe five in. witch Condition is us'd, 
Firſt Grammar, and then it fignities the a& or fabrick of Building, 
according to Etymol. as Creation ; Tertwll. adverſies conditorem condi- 
_ tionem colere, to worſhip the Creation for the Creator z thus it is ap- 


' plicable to all the Caules of our Salvation,' conſtitutive or applica-- 
tive,for there is no cauſe without ſome cauſality ; but if condimentum- 


were a word us'd, it were fitter. - 

2. The Logicians uſe it to fiznify any necefiary connexion, as in 
all Conditional Propofitions ;, and. in this ſenfe *tis true, if he believe 
he is juſtified ,- and as true, if he is juſtified, he doth believe z and: 
in this ſenſe, not only Faith, buq Repentance, to ſelf. denial, and alt 
fincere obedience is a Conditigqn of Juſtification, eſpecially in a. 
grown Chriſtian, | 

3- The Phyficians uſe the word, and that two ways. 1: For 
the diſpolition of. a Subje&, if in a good or bad condition, fit or 
unfit for ſuch an end, and'thus there is a new diſpoſition in every: 
; aſtified perſon 3 - for no fooner-can this glorious new Objc& enter: 
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the Soul, or affc& the longing dcfire, and craving appetite of the 
Soul, but it xreſentily, moulds it into a new frame and potture 3 and 
this act of God in giving Faith being the fundamentum relationis, is in 
order of Nzture antecedent to the relation; but this is far from be- 
ing the Condition for which we are jutijhed, fince it %is that by 
which Divine Mercy and Favour for this end is deelared to ſuch a 
particular perſon. 2, The Phyficians call that conditio fine qua non, 
which has no cauſal influence on the cffe&, but yet it's necef{ary to 
its production ; as in order to the reducing of Wood into Aſhes, fre is 
the cauſe, but application or approximation is the conditio fine qua nonz 
but the term is iuch, that any cauſe may be expretſed by it equivo- 
cally; for the material cauſe , the efficient cauſe, the meritorious 
cauſe, are Cauſes and Conditions fine qua non 3 but when it's uſed 
properly for that which has no cauſality, and yet is neceſſary, Faith 


-, 
4” bo 


is @ conditio fine qua non about Juſtihcation, for none is jullited with- 


out faithz and to fay faith is an intirument, it is to afcribe more tor 
it, than barely to call it conditio ſine qua nm ; but the Socinians, who 
call it cauſa fine qua non, mean a meritorious one, ex parte padti; it's 


\ a term not uſed in Arts and Sciences, and theretore we mult gathe 


its ſenſe from what they-affert about it. 2 
4. Condicion tignities ſometimes EleSion ; for | find but theſe 


two words in Greek for Condition, aigzns ard ovrIny, Election and 


Covenant ;-and thus it is reducible to the Ethicky 3 and it is one ' 


of the vital as of Faith, as it relpe&s the torfaking of the world, 
and chuling of God's Promiſcs for our Portion;for as it's called Con- 


{cnt with reipc& to the terms of Salvation abſolutely contidered, fo * 


it's called Ele&ion with reſpe& to *em, as compared with the things 
of the world, which we forſake and rejz&. Thus Congition would 


fignify more the nature of Faith than uſe of it ; but it's not uſua},. 


except in Tranſlation,mzz re@& is too large. for it figniticth all things, © 
5. And moſt properly Condition is uſed in a Law-fenſe ; and tho 
therein the term is ſometimes abuſed, as firſt to {ignity Marriage, or 
what is like it'in a worſe ſenſe 5 conditzone t#2 nm mtar, are legal 
terms of Divorce,and to laok out for a Condition is ro look out tor 


Marriage, or what doth imitate'it in a worſe fenſe, 2, Condition 


is ſometimes taken for the mode of doing a thing as Acurtizs our 


. of Ulpian, if we may credit him, He on the very ſame day, and ſame 

condition, ſhall exhibit tbe Legacy to the Arir that is uſd 10 the Legatory z 
. the Gloſs ſays upon this Sentence , Condition is put for mode or 
- manner, for no true and proper Conditions belong to an-Heir,- his 
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right is antecedent to Will, a 
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doth fo frequently expreſs it by the Conditional Particle if, on-which 


I would put theſe two Remarks, ,one out of Priſcianggyho fays, that” 


:@, if, is cauſal, but & is only conjundive3 which dillin&ion I much 


doubt, if it hold in the Scripture-uſe of the- word ; but this I tind,- 
that they are both oftner uſd in another ſenſe than proper conditio- | 
nality. 1. It's put for a Queſtion, Lk, 13-23. Are there few that ſhall be | 


ſaved? 2. For Aﬀeveration, Tf they ſhall enter into my reſt. 3. For 
but, Galat. 2.16. Knowing that a man is nit jultificd by the works of 
the law, but by fuith. The Particle «ay is. there uſed, as it is Matt. 9. 
21, for a bare inſtrumental and applicative Particle, Jf I may but 
only tru4:h the hem of bis garment, T ſhall be wh:le. The if there expref- 
ſes the cornexion between a- miraculous Faith, and a miraculuus 
Cure, and {o moſt htly repreſents the prefent queſtion ; and it fig- 
nities bare conjurRtiveneſs often, Matth. 15. 14. Tf the blind lead the 
Blind, Tie: ſecond obferyation I would mzke on it, is from the 


Law, where they ſpeak of a two- fold if, viz. of Demonſtration and - | 


ConJition, the one tignifying only when, the other for. 


But in a proper Law-ſenſe it is-taken- for the Price, or that for 


which the Reward or Benefit is beſtowed, which is detined Jex nego= 
tis annex4,” or more largely ſuſpenſio diſpoſitionis ex eventu futuro & in- 
ceyto-ei oppoſito 3 In which ſenſe Juſtification is not conditional, nor 
- Faith the Condition of it : For 1. Condition in this ſenſe is caufa- 
tive or mer toricus 3 and Merit is of two kinds, either by vertue of 
proportion, and ſo none can aſſert it, Papiſt or Pagan, that Faith 
is worth Heaven, or worth a Pardon ; or by vertue of a PaQion 3 
and for the truth of this, we muſt view the Tenor of the Covenant, 
and we can find no ſuch thing in-the Records cf it; for though it's 


ſaid, They who keep the Commandments of God have right to the 


Tree of Lite, yet not for it ; and when the Lord treats with Abraham, 
IT am the Almighty , walk, thou before me, and be perf«@ ; he lays the 
- ſtreſs of his obedience upon Power and Authority, not upon Re- 
ward; Conditions of Mcrit are of two kinds, : conditio fa&i, or con- 
ditio doni.; as for gift, God renounces it ; Who hath firſt given to 
bim , and it ſhall be recompenced to him again : For Work or Ser- 
vice ; the Apoſile. afſerts., We have no ſufficiency of onr ſelves #0 

think, a right thought ; and what we -y through Divine Ability, 
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nd therefore cannot be limited. In all 
thzſe ſenſes we own Faith to be the conditionoof Juſtification, and: 
by it we 0wn room 2nouzh for explaining that connexion that Scrip- / 
ture affcrts to be (o. neceſſary between. Faith and*Juftification; 'and 
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" ©  Riill falls ſhort of what's required, and needs a pardon inſtead of 
| deſerving reward. ES IP OILS 
2. Condition of this kind. is poteſtative, but Faith and Repentance 
are not in our power z whena Condition is impollivle, the Promiſe is 
either an utter denial, or an abſolute certainty. 1. If a man ſhould 
ſay, I will pay you to morrow if you m:et me at Paris, or if you 
will fly up to the San 3 the deſign is-a removing of all expectation, 
it's as much as to ſay, By no means 1 will. As to the 2d. A Telia- 
mentaxy Conditional in Law is only interpreted, if he can, yea 
if he can conveniently ; hence is thcir general Axiom about an in- 
Y ftitution of an impoſſible Condition. That the diſpolition ought to 
= - * {be fulfilled, if the let was not on his fide who was to perform the 
WP - Condition. Gothofredns ſaith, Conditio babetur pre impleta fi & parte altera 
fiet,cur non impletur, When a Condition is impoſſible.the Event ts certain.But 
3. Uncertainty is a third property of a proper condition. Cona- 
aus ſaith, If a Condition be certain orteaſual, it doth not ſuſpend the 
Obligation, for the Obligation is preſently in force 3 but doth only 
prorogue the.EffeQ, and fo is a mean in order to an end ; but a vo- 
' luntary Condition wholly ſuſpends the Obligation 3 by this Rule 
/the juſtification of an Elect perſon is an abſolute mercy in oppolition 
\ to conditionality, though relative in reſpeFxo: means. For firſt, 
The Omniſcient God knows all things ; he being the,other Party, 
the Condition is certain. 2. Faith being his gitt, 4 under obli- 
gation by his Promiſe. 3. His Purpoſes 'are fiable and firm, and 
there is an obligation to the performance from the immutability of- 
his Nature. 4. Beſides his purpoſe, he hath. promifed to juſtify the 
Ele& upon a Condition which he knows will come to paſs, yea 
> which he is obliged to give, and therefore wants the property of 
uncertainty,and makes this part of theDetinition; to fail; a ſuſpention 
bk - of a diſpofition from a future and uncertain Event annexed to it.But 
>, . : 4+. The very general nature of a Condition, -to wit, Suſpenſion, 
is inconſiftent with this Caſe ; for Independency is one of the moſt_ 
_ diſcriminating and incommunicable Attributes of a God z he pats no 
truſt in his Saintsz he never built any. Defign upon ſuch a tottering 
% ; Bottom as a Creature's Free-will, without his own abſolute Purpole 
. Xto determine it for ſuch an End ; his own Free and Sovereign Will 
is the primary foundation of all his Actions ; Even ſo Father, for fo it. 
feemed good in thy fight. He will have mercy on whom he will have mercy. 
And be predeſtinates unto the adoption of children , according t0-the good 
pleaſure of bis will. IK Faith does not make God dependent - ” his 
BW. | | - ions. 
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Adions of Pardoniog, ' Juſtifying, Adopting, it cannot ſuſpend the; 
Diſpolition z and to attribute a Suſpenſive Power to Faith, is to add 
an Omnipotency to it, or rather to Unbelief, that it can bar up al} | 
the Iſſues of Grace and\Mercy towards Sinners, tye the Hands ot our 
Creator, and ſhut up the Womb- of. the Impregnated Promiſes ; it: - 
prozogues the Effect, becaule it's relative, but doth not ſuſpend the 
Diſpotition or Promiſe 3” for that makes the Promiſer a dependent, 
which is a great abſurdity when attributed to God : The wo Pil- 
lars of the new method,are 1.The univerſal extention of Redemption 
intentionally to all ; 2.The limitation of the fuccels of that Intention 
by a Condition depending on the will of man ; they do not ſay that 
God cannot by gracedetermine every Will, and certainly produce 
the Condition ; but it was his Will, as to many, to leave it under 
their power and choice z the former is Arminianiſm; the latter is bad 
enough , That God in the moſt glorious and ſovereign. of his 
Works had a will to render and repreſent himſclt a dependent God. . 
But | hope, when the Reſurrection of the Fews,-and Fulneſs of the 
Gentiles c7nes, the- extenſiveneſs of God's Love and Chriſt's Death - 
will be better underftood. Befides, Suſpenlive is an equivocal word, 
by reaſon of its largeneſs, for it may be applicd to the Blood of 
"Chriſt, the Gift of the Spirit, or any other Cauſe neceſſary to the - 


_ Effect 1 for they ſuſpend the Effect till they be in exerciſe, and fo ; - 


doth the Inſtrumental Cauſe, in vulgar and improper Speech, Co- 
nants's Phraſe is more ſuitable to it 3 to wit, it prorogues the Effect, 
but doth not ſuſpend the Obligation for Suſpenſion properly is not / 
applicable to God. - | 
5- This only remaining part of the Definition,to wit, a ſuſpenſion 
of the Diſpoſition, in the Greek Hdnxus, is inconfiftent with Faith, 
for there is no other term in Scripture to expreſs the Covenant by 
but this, which is tranſlated fometimes Teftament, ſometimes Co- 
venant, and. properly a Diſpoſition : Therefore {ince the Scripture 
makes the Covenant to be wholly a Difpotition of Grace, : this other - 
part added to it, a Suſpenſion, is a Human Invention, and meer 
tigment; it is a ſuperaddition to the diſpoſition of Grace. A dif- 
. potition of Grace, and a properer conditional Covenant, are repug- 
nant: The other definition, Lex-xegotio annexa, a Law added to the 
Bargain or Eſtate, is no fitter. :For, 1. It's common to-all neceff2ry 
duty and bolinefs, and therefore is too large to ſignity the peculiar 
ule of Faith in this Aﬀeair., All of it is conditio faederatorum; a condis 
tion in order to poſſeſſion, 2. It makes Faith *to juſtify as a work, 
: ., "WF & tox 
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for that's obedience toa Law. 3. It makes no- difference between 
the Old Covenant and New, for the Old was Tex negotio annexa, a 
Law added to Life, 4. There are many Laws annexcd to the Tnhe- 
ritance, where the connexion is not of «bſolute ncc{ityz3 miny that 
the Thicf on the Croſs never obeyed. 1 might in the next place 
take a view of the Covenant of Grace, and ſhew how its tirmnels, 
Its freedom and fittedneſs for -a Sinner's Salvation, renders it incon- 
fiſtent with a Condition properly taken 3 but this is Jargely inhifted 
on by many: This I have ſpoken to, becauſe leafti known. _ The 
laſt Argument | fhall uſe, is, That there is no ſuch term in the Ori- 
ginals of our Bible, Lake 14. 32. We have the word in our. Tranſla- 
tion in a Parable, and a defire of Conditions of Pace in the Origi- 
nat, what- things belong to peace, and it is applied to the Condi- 
tions of the Covenant of Grace, or bcing a Diſciple of Chriſt, to 
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-wit, forſaking all that a man hath 3 but that is Conditio federatorum, 


not federationes, that is, the Conditions that perſons-in covenant are 


. obliged to perform; Without bolineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord ; but 


not the Condition that is to be' performed by them before they are 


_ / taken into Covenant ; the Infirumenrality of Faith ferves that turn, 
the Conditionality of Obedience the orker 3 which is rather a Con- 


dition in order to poſſciſion, than right ; but Condition properly is 
in order to Right, for it ſuſpends the Obligation 3 our poſſcthon 
of the Abſolute Promiſes gives-us a Right to the Convitional Pro- 


" Miſes, and God's Eternal Purpoſes fecurcs'the former 3 but this may 


be ſufficient for the proof of the Second Propolition, to wit, that 


Faith (tands not in the place of a Condition in a Law-ſeaſe properly 


ſo taken. | 

But a Condition bcing, eſſential to a Covenant, and a Covenant 
being a term fo frequent in Scripture, qr Writings and Diſcourſes 
of Divinity,that a man can hardly ſpeak-without it 3 1 ſhall ſhew both 
from Cauſes and Kinds, that the Covenant of Grace, in reſpe& of 
giving a Right, has not a Condition in a proper Law-ſenſe, as Co- 


venants between man and'man have. And tirſt-from Cauſes z 1.The:. 


vaſt diſtances between the Partics ; diltinfnels of parties fits- for a 
Covenant ; for when ob fays that he had made a Covenant with his 
Eyes, 31. 1. it was only a Purpoſe and Reſolution, and- not pro- 
pcrly a Covenant but diſtance of Perſons, by reaſon of unequality. 
eſpecially, turns the nature of a Covenant intoa Law; the more ſu- 
perior one is to the other, the more there is of the nature of a Law, 
and the leſs of a murually intended Contract ; The Tranſactions be- 
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- tween 2 Parent and a Child; eſpecially of yourger years 3, or the 
. Tranſactions between a Conqueror and a Captive, are not formal-. 
ly foederal by reaſon of the dcf:& of wiſdom in the gne, and liberty 
in the other. In the Civil Law, a Fond given in Priſon is not va- 
*lid.; but how much vaſter js the diffance betwcen God and Man,. 


either with reſpe&t of Wiſdom-and Power on his part, -or Liberty 


on our ? The Tranſactions of God with Irrational Creatures are 
called a Covenant ; and his Covenant with man is more compared. 
to ſuch TranſaQions, than the Tranſactions between man and man, 

| fer 33. 20 The Covenant between God and Dvid is comparcd to | 


the Covenant between God and his Ordinance about day and night 5 - 


and in 45. 7ſa. 9. the Covenant between God and his Church is' 
compared to that betwe.n him and N>ah about the Earth, never 
more to be overflowed by the Pelugez- which Covenant had no 
Corditicn in it, and that had a!l the Inferior Creatures as wel: -as 
Noah for the other Parties cf it, Gen.g. 12. So that there is a great 
Ideal of r:aſon to think, that the Covenant between God and man is 
_more like his Ordinance towards other Creatures. F.r.31.35- than Ike 
the mutual Tranſaftions between man and min; for God go. 
verns man as certainly as he governs. the other , though he deal- 
with them ina fuitableneſs to the Natures that he hath made ; 
the one by a kind of Phyfical motion, the other by a kind of 
2, objective motive, which wants not Phyſical operation in-it 4 
- yet whether he determine, or whether he permit, he never fails 
of his Pefign; Man is but God's Infirument he . works. by, 
2.. There is requiſite to the formal nature of a Covenant, -that both. 
Partics have a treedom| to indent, and to have an 2Qiive: hand-in the 
contriving of the Articles; but this is a commanded Covenant, P/al. 
5” 103.9. Only from our conviction of its being for our advantage,and 
our conſequent choice, it is called a Covenant ; and the Lord dew 
lights in our willing ſervice. 3. In a formal Covenant each contri! 
butcs ſomething to the other's benctit or advantige ;-but our-good-! 
neſs cannot extend unto God : His ultimate end is as much. to give, } 
as the indigent Creature is to receive. 4. In formal Covenants the 


Parties are tree ; before they conſent. the Penalties or Damages can« 


not afﬀfedt them: But in this, he that believes not, is condemned al. 
ready he that fins without Law, ſhall periſh wichour Law ; and 
they- who fin in the Law, ſhall be judged by the Law. 5. The ve» -* 
ry a& of our confenting, by. which we are brought into Covenant, 
is the act of God, the other Party inthe Covenant , Jer. 50. 5. They 
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#2 Sion with their faces thitherward, ſaying, Come, kt ms 
: join our ſelves #0 the Lord with a perpetual covenant. Ezek. 20. 37. 1will 
_z bring you into the bond of the covenant, Jer. 31.33, This: is his Cove- 
4 nanting Ac ; I will pat my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
” = » ' heir hearts. - And Ezck, 36. 27. I will put my ſpirit in you, and cauſe 
'B - * you to walk in my ſtatutes. 1 will, and you ſhall, 1s not the uſual way 
| of covenanting. +6. Tho there is work and reward, promiſe and 
$ practice, yet- they have not that relation to one another, thatthey _ 
_ have in mens Covenants, to wit, the one for the other, elſe it were 
—_ a mere Covenant of Works © They that keep his Commandments 
” have right to the Tree of Life, Rev. 22. 14. but: their Obedience 
A does not fourd the'right; it's a certain Mark ef the Title, but not 
—— the Merit of the Title ; and this diflimilitude deftroys the Vitals of 
. 'a formal Covenant. Altho mutual conſent, mutual obligations to 
duty on one fide, and reward on the other, "gives reaſon for the 
name, and lays « foundation for the Metajhor, yet'in the Original. 
there is no more mention of Covenant, than there is of Condition. 
7. InCovenants there is a mutual dependence, but here the inviola- 
.  bleneſs of the Covenant depends wholly on God: 2 Tim. 2.13. 
If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful, he cannot deny bimſelf. 
> + 1 rmight 24, further prove this from all the ſeveral kinds of Co- 
E:--.7 venant; among men; but I ſhall only name them. 1. It's a Covenant 
| of Reconciliation 3 but Chritt made the Reſtoration, not we: Pſal. 
66. 4. Then I reſtored that which I took not away. 2. It's a Covenant of 
* War, howevcr treachcrouſly weat ; the fiating mutual Allies, and 
the e{pouling of mutual Intercli, is the defign of the Engagement, 
/but all the aid and affitiance 15 trom the Loxd of Holis. It is 3. a 
Municipal Covenai:t; but if Acts of Parliament be mypre properly 
Laws than Covenants, much more the cemmanded Covenant of 
' © God; for we could {nd no Repreſentatives to Heaven to indent for 
 u*. 4 Ir's a Covenant of Exchange, but our Prayers ſpezk all our 
\Bills to be Bills of Truft, and that on another's Credit; our barren 
Country affords neither Bullion nor Goods to be impoited there as @ 
Fund of Credit, 5. it's a Covenant of Society, but we disburſe 
nathing, he runs zll the hazard 3 we trade with his Money for our 
© Oven Gain. 6. I's a Covenant of Trade and Commerce z but bid 
high, and buy for nothing, is our bargain. 7, Its a Covenant of -In- 
ſurance, but Cimilt is the Infurcr, and therc is no venture upon the 
* Merchants lice; there is cortiin ruin Without it, and certam fſafcty 
within it, wiknout a penny of Injurance-Mpncy, 5. It's a Conjugal 
SE | 6: Covenant, 
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\. Covenant, but there is-neither Portion 'nor Beauty on our ſie, © 
Ezeh, 16. Hyſea 3. g- It's a Tranſaction of Conquelt; but '1/a. 2 
57. 14. we held out to the very laſt. '10. It's a Corenant of Roy- - 
alty and Loyalty , but the King's Title is not founded upon our - __  - 
choice. 11. It's a'Deſpotical Covenant, there is Maſter and Ser- 
vant in the caſe, but it's no Covenant of Works, 12. It's a Cove- 
nant of Honour and Homage, but we fit Rent-free, and that with- 
out paying Fine, So whatever. Covenant we mention between man 
and min, thereis always a diffi nilitude in the Conditionality, Thus 
much for the firſt Do@rine about the Nature of our Faith, That the 
room and place it bears in the Oeconomy of our Salyation, is that cf 
an Inſtrument, as Proteliants explain it, and not that of a Condition, * 
I come now to the 22. or 3d. propoſed General Head, viz. That A 
Faith is an Inſtrument of, Evidence; which I ſhall ſubdivideaccord- + > 3 
ing to the tmo kinds of Evidence, Natwral, as Light. that which we 4 
ſee or apprehend athing by; Logical, as an Argument of Proof, 
that which we receive Conclutions and Convidions by. Under the - © 
firſt I ſhall diſcourſe on theſe Particulars, x. The Nature of Inftru- © 5 
mental Evidence. 2. The Number, viz. Sight, Reaſon, Faith. © 
3. The Nature of Sight and Reaſon. 4. The preference of Faith: 
to. Reaſon: 1. Without the help of. Scripture. 2. With it ; proved... 
5. Hluftrated in thefe five Particulars: 1, Faith is an Inftrument by 
wiich the Trinity is repreſented 3 Reaſon is only the Picture of 
Gad as Creator and Governor, 2. Faith is an Inftrument by which 
we fee God more immediately ; by Reafon only Images of him. 
| 3. Faith is an Infirament by which the whole appetite is fatischeds _ | 
by Reaſon only pleaſed in deluſion, or ſuperficially, 4. Faith an In-: -_ =? 
ſirument of more noble eff.&s3 by Reaſon alone very: bad effets. 
5. Reaſon is a more Divine Inſtrument. - ASE 
__ &to ther, Faithis aLucid or Luminous Inftrumentsit's rCer. 1 q 
a Glaſs we ſee through, a Light we fee by. In the: Optics it's a que- 
fiion, whether Light be that we ſee, viz. the Obje, or the Infiru- 
ment we ſee by, or rather both 3 for Colour is but Light reflected 
or terminated in a ſolid body, that is, what we ſce 3 and Light in 5 
Emanation through the Air is that we fee by 3 by this the Images. of "2 
Bodies are convey'd into the Retina of the Eye, which as a Glaſs or | 
Mirror receives them : In Logics there is as little difference between. 
the thing prov'd, and the Inſtrument or Argument we prove it by, 
viz. the Effence or Propriety of the thing it ſelf; A Man is reafona- . - 
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ble, becauſe capable of: Learning ; a Brute is a living Creature, be= 
| : __ cauſe. 
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cauſe ſenſitive. So Faith is-but a Ray from the Objed of Faith, as | 
we {ce the Sunby its own Light : So God ard Chriſt by the Lighe 
of the Ovjc&, his glorious Image form'd in the Soul, is an enduing 
its dark capacity with'the Light-cf Fzith. Rence we have this Ob-» 

 {crvation, T hat Inſtruments cf Light are of niz her kindred with the 
Ovjccts than other Infiruments z; which is all 1 thall ſay 'on the na» 
ture in general. | 
As tothe 24. Faith is repreſcnted in the Text, comparatively, as 
that we can ſee further off by, than any other Light, 2 Pet. 1..9. He © 
tizat lackcth Faith is blind and carnot fee far off ; it's a mott excel © 
lent Telleſcope, we can fee through all the Reaven of Heavens by it ; 
we can ſze from Etcrnity to Eternity by it. Abraham's aged eye. 
- could {ce Chrilt's day afar cf ; and Moſes could f.e him who is in-: 
' viſible : !i's a cclourcd, Glaſs, ail things we fee through it, become 
of the*an« kind and colour 4 it we look on Judgment by Faich, we 
{ce ita Mercy, and Captivity a Deliverance, Chattiſement tokens of _ 
Love. It's a Magnifyiog-Glals, that we can fee not only the molt 
ſpiricuous reftin'd Bodies, the Atoms of Air-by, but the moti Inh- 
-nitely Pure Spirit, God, who is a Spirit, and the Father ot Spirits 
and when men talk of Spirits wichout Faith, they intrude into thoſe 
things they bave nof ſeen, Col. 2. 18. It is not expreſſed in'the Text 
what Inſtruments cf Light Faith is compared with, but both the 
Light of Senſe and Reaſon is pointed at; the word feen, Gaems, 
points at Senſe; and evidence, Fasſu&f, points at the-other; yet it we 
tike Faith as ccmpretending all its accidental d:flerences, we may 
ſay, the reaſon why none are named, is becaule by none e!{e hop'd-for. 

" thingscan be (e.n: It's the only laftrument we can favingly ſee-or 
know a God by.z for it way be left among the Problems of Divi- 
nity, Whether Saving Faith and Heavenly Vation differ in kind, or 
degree only 3 tince the Apolile explains, Now abideth Faith, by this, : 4: 

* That whcn Perfection comes, that which is in part periſhes :. Vition 

”- is Faith in perfccion z they ditter as the Seed/and Tree ;, Faith here 
"2 is as @ Grain of Muitard-Sced in "toe $9 that vaſt Tree it is 
* in perfection; no Orace perilnes ; allthe good work wrought in the 
© Soul is to be pertc&cd;, not detiroyed 3 he that has begun a good ._ , 

work will perfect it until the day of Chriſt 4 but this is ceriaivly 
- ſuppoſed, that there is another way of ſecing than by Faith ; and 
that there are ſom2 means we can ſee other things by, that are not 
Faith's peculiar Otje& ; for it's reckon'd Faith's Excellency to cvi- 

dence and d.moniiraie what other means cannot reveal or diſcover. 
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-Now theſe are the Three great Infiruments of ſeeing, the Eye, Rea- 
ſon, and Faith. whey 4x 
3. TheEye is diftin& from both the others in this, That by it on- 
ly corporeal-things are ſeen : Sight is one of our Senſes, but one of 
the molt Spirit-like Senſes, having 1. more Variety of Objcas, 
Light, Colour, Reſt, Motion, Quantity, Figure, Diſtance,, Num- 
ber, e&c.z and 2. reaching them at greatelt diſtance 3 Smell, .Tafte, 
or -Hearing, can reach nothing ſo diſtant as a Star,. 3. Nor do they 
ſo exquilitely obſerve their Objects ; we have more differences of 
Colours and Eigures, &ec. than Taſtes, Smells, Voices or Noiſes. 
4. It is more the Index of the Soul than any other ; in it we may 
not only read Health and Sickneſs of the Body, but diſpoſitions of 
the Mind, if angry, envious, meek, bold, &c. 5. More the Inſtru- 
ment of the Soul, it more immediately darts its faſcinating:or in- 
amouring, Spirits by the eyes, than any ſenſe. 6. The Image of the 
Soul, not only in Light, but Liberty-: Sounds compe} our ears, but 
we can make choice of what we will ſee, by ſhutting or: opening the 
Eye-lids. And 7. It has not only a'Soul-likenefs in it, but Divinity : 
How full of fear and horror doth darkneſs make us! Nor is there 
more of Spiritualneſs or Divinity in Sight, than there is in Light, 
the Queen of all Corporeal things 3 the moſt pleaſant if we view it 
In's Jewel, Glow-worm, Candle, Star, or Sun ;' it's delightful, re- 
re{hing, and yet an occult, myſterious thing in its nature 3 no Phi- 
loſopher has given the world ſatisfaction about it, and it's a great 
queſtion if ever any fatished himſelf : But it's like a Soul to the 
world ;-How fertile and lively doth the returning Sun render the 
paſſive Earth! and how Adively doth it convey the Images of every 
thing through the Air, the formation of Images in Looking-Glaſſes, 
or Water, or the Eye of man is the work of this ſprightly Light : 
But however uſeful, comfortable, or active this is,' it comes ſhort of - 
Reaſon, | 21%, 
Reaſon, Prov. 20.27. Reaſon. is the Candle of the Lord z it's 
a fallen Star it's true, but outſhines any Light that's Earchly.. The 
Soul's Luſtre, Glory, and Happineſs, is lofi by its Apoſtacy, but 
not it's Spiritual Faculties and Capacities; this Picture, or 
Iinage of God, has loſt the Oriency of it's Rays and Calours, but 
ſome viſible Lineaments fiill remain. There are ſome Bodies fo fine 
the Eye of man cannot diſcern, the Atoms of Air, the Particles of 
Light when diffus'd in the Air, and not conglanerate in a Flame-:; 
But the Mind of man ſees the ſmalleſt pms capable of Infinite 
- : ; patrts 
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rts and diviſions z the fine Idea's ini the common ſenſorium, are 
the Obje&t of the Mind, as the Corporeal world is the Object of 
Senfes; the world is in the heart of man, and it Purifies and Re- _ 
” fines themas much as'the groſs bodies are by the Senſes z this Rea- 
'- ſon abſtracts from bodies, it unbodies bodies ; and hence arc all 
the Sciences, Phytlicks, Mathematicks, a method of abſtracting 
Length from Breadth, and Breadth from Thickneſs in the ſame bo« 
dy. It concludes quite other thoughts from them by the conneQion 
of Cauſe and Effc&, than is in them z as it fees a God: by viewing 
of the World, a Creator in the Creature, it ſecing'things that no 
" ſenſe can perceive, from diſtance.:. 1. By Spiritualneſs. of Nature, 
God, Angels Souls, Virtues, Vices, Relations 3- it can take De- 
light in, or be in Pain, with what cannot affe& the-Senfe, a Vertu- 
ous, - or Vicious ation. Or, 2. By diſtance of Time, or: Place ; 
It can one hour Meditate on Death, and the other on Birth ;/ nay, 
one minute on the Creation, and the next on the Day of Judgment; 
one minute on Heaven, and the other. on Earth; it can look. over 
the Mountains; the Eye can neither Climb nor Picrce: Nay further, 
It can pile them together in-one Thought z when we ſee one thing, 
we cannot ſee another z hence a ſmall thing before the Eye may be 
long look'd after before it can be ſeen . becauſe, ſays the Optiſts, it 
., muſt be drawn to a Pyramidal-form in Optick Rays; but this Eye 
can have the whole Creation for the Obje&-of one Thought; and. - 
which is yet,more inconſiſtent with ſenſe, it can ſee it ſelf; we know | 
our Bodies by Anatomizing others, but our mind by refleQing on. 
our ({clves. But £54" ; : 
4thly. Redſon_ is to be conſidered Two ways 3 either with, or. 
without the help and affiſtance of Scripture ; there is a great differ- 
ence between the thoughts of-it; as affiſfted with this Teleſcope, and. 
without it 3 and here | do not underſtand by reafon Ratiocination, 
a faculty of inferring one Truth out of another, which accompa- 
nies theMind in all its advancements, and may be: in Heaven, tho- 
with more caſe, certainty, and-nimbleneſs z but the Knowledge of 
man, Which is the field of apprehenfion, judgment, and reaſon ; 
-and in this ſenſe the Eye of the mind; affifed by the Inſtrument of 
- Scripture, or Hiſtorical Faith, knows a-great deal more than with- 
eut it; relation. is a-great addition to natural-Light: This may- 
be evinc'd | Fe 
I. From the manner of acquiring Knowledge, viz. Senſation and. 
RefleRion.. | 
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2. From the matter Revealed, Hiſtory, Prophecy, and Myſteri- 
ous Do@trines. - - _ Hh | | 

3. From the Origin of moſt of Philofophy among the beſt cul- 
tivated Nations,- viz. Tradition. _ D 

4-From the Errors and Ignorance they lay under, notwithſitand- 
ing that advantage. | 

5- From the effect it iſſued in, viz. Idolatry, Atheiſm, and Scep- 
ticifm, which ſuppoſes uncertainty. 

6, From the Ignorance and Stupidity among Pagans ,w here the 
Tradition is loſt. 

7. From the Scripture-Teſtimony of the Two, compared to- 
gether. | | | 

But it's Saving Faith the Text recommends as an Evidence of 
diſcovering and demonſtrating things to'ſenſe, to reaſon, with, or 
without Scripture unſeen. I ſhall firſt evince this. \ 2dly. Explain 
wherein the difference conſiſts. : | . 

1- From matter of Fa&. We find the Jews, to-whom the 
Oracles of God were committed , yea, the Phariſees that were - 
Teachers among them, without this Light of Faith, they were 
blind leaders of the blind, Rome. 2. 19. Teachers that taught not 
themſelves,” Fobn 8. 48. Have any of the-Phariſees believed on bim ? 
and 9g. 40. Are we blind alſo ? Regeneration was Myſterious nonſenſe - 
to Nicodemus, and Chriſt's Humiliation was an offence to the bulk. 
of them ; they were counted the wiſe and prudent,from whom theſe 
things were hid, when God revealed them to Babes, Matt. 11.25.to 
Babes was it given to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom, Max. 13 
not many wife nor mighty were called, 1 Cor. 1. 

2, Devils have Knowledge, have Reaſon, have an Hiſtorical 
Faith, Fames 2. 19, they believe and tremble, but have no Saving 
Faith z he can quote Scripture, diſpute from Scripture, yea, enter 
the Liſts with our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in diſpute for Forry days ; and 
yet his kingdom is a kingdom of darknefs, he fees not the evil of 
Sin, or beauty of Holineſs z he cannot hate what appears loyely to, 
him ; his will and underftanding are as much united as ours. 

- 3+ The neceſlity of a Regeneration of Mind for attaining this 
- Light, ſhews that no external Revelation can be a ſufficient remedy 
to man's blinded. Mind, John 3. 3. Except a man be born again, be 
.canuot ſee the kingdom of Heaven. John 6. 46. not that any man bath 
ſeen the Father, ſave be which is of God. Saving Faith is not antece- 
- dent to Regeneration, but a part of it, | 
7 EW E 2  4thly. From 
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4thly. From the neceſſary conneQion between it and Holineſs. 
Many a reaſonable man enjoys the Scripture, and Studies them con- 
ſtantly, that is not Holy ; but nore having Faith, want HÞlineſs in 
anſwerable meaſure, Epheſ. 4. 14. Men are alienate from this life of God, 
#brough the ignorance that is in them, the Jews received not the Peace- 
maker, becauſe they knew not what belong'd unto their Peace; had - 
cy known him, they would not have Crucified the . Lord of 
ory. 
5thly. From the Prophetical Office of Chriſt. If external Teach- 
ing' would have ſerv'd our turn, other Prophets could: have done _ 
the buſineſs, A&s 13. 41. I work a workin your day, that you ſhall not 
believe though, a man declare it unto you 5 there is need of an Im- 
manzel to. conquer the god of this world that blinds the minds of 
them who believe not, to throw outof the houſe OI of dark- 
nels, Epheſ. 1. as great a power wrought on a Believer, as Railing 
- Chriſt at the Dead, there is need of a Spiritual union, a Spi- 
rit that immediately ſuggeſts Thoughts, raiſes Idea's; forms Ima- 
Secs in the mind, ſuitable to the things themſelves ; that the Apoſile 
calls forming Chriſt in them, and cauſing us to behold as in a Glafs 
his Glorious Image, in ſuch an attraftive way, that transforms us into 
his Likeneſs ; this teaching is that which he promifes, Fobn 16. to 
be performed by his Spirit, which would convince of fin, righteouſneſs, - 
end Fudgment; and Fobn 14. 17, The Spirit, whom they ſhould 
know by his dwelling in them z and by reaſon of the want of it, be 
uatxrdl man receiveth not the things . of the ſpirit of God, 1'Cor. 2. 14, 
Such are ſenſual, not having the Spirit. | : 
6thly. This may be evinc'd from the darkneſs and ignorance that 
the Scripture afferts the-Soul of man to be in without Faith. Hig 
face is veil'd, his eyes have films and-ſcales upon them, his mind is 
filled with darkneſs, Epheſ. 4. 17. yea, is darkneſs it elf, 5. 8. the 
Wiſdom and knowledge that it hath in it, is called - Fleſhly, be. - 
cauſe it can apprehend no Spiritual thing, but under fome Carnal - 
umbrage and earthly ſhadow 3 Fobn 3. 21. If T have told you earthly 
things, and ye believe not : How ſhall ye believe if T tell you beavenly things ? 
If Nicodemus could not wprehendthae Spiritual change wrought in 
the Soul of man under the Metaphor of a cirnal Birth, How much 
leſs would he have apprehended it if c_ in terms proper ta 
the thing it ſelf in an Angelical diale&? Theſe more pure Spirits, 
mult have more proper and proportioned Terms to expreſs theſe 


things by, than we who wholly converſe with Earth, and _—_— 
| | ED _ Spirits 
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Spirits ſo impriſoned, that they can conceive of nothing but what 


peeps'through the gates of ſenſe, except what comes in by immed}- 


ateaid Nivine Inſpiration, and then we cannot Expreſs it, but in 
borrowed words: Rence comes it, that men may be great Difpu- 
tants in Divinity, and yet dceftituce of the Truth, They dote about 
queſtions and ſtrife of words, 1 Tim. 6, 4. but never apprehend che 
thing: Nay farther, this Ignorance is called the want of an Under- 
ſtanding, 1 fohn 5.20. We know that the ſon of God is come, and bath 
given us an underſtanding that we might know him ; he did not ſo to 
thoſe Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, of whom it is faid, The Lord bad 
. not given a heart to perceive, nor eyes to ſee, nor ears to hear, Deut. 29. 4. 


the Eyeof the Unbclievcr is a Blood- ſhot Eye, his Heart Sin- ſhoe, * 


and both Devil-ſhot, as Dr. Goodwin phraſes it. But ſome Obje&, 
- That theſe are only Hyperbolical Phraſes, fince it is owned to be Or- 
thodox Dod&rine, That Regeneration gives no new Faculty to the 
Soul of man 3 but we may beſt apprehend this caſe by light of ano- 


ther kind in the caſe of Colours, We call a Brick Red, -and a Mar- 


ble White, or Black, and that the Light of the Sun, or Candle, lets 


us ſeethem ; but theſe Colours are indeed the proper truits of the = 
Light, the ſtone contributes nothing to- it z3 but by reaſon of its + 


Temperature and Diſpolition cauſes. various Reflections and Refra- 
Rions of the Light, which is the colour, So there isno anderſtand- 
ing in the Soul Actuilly, but a capacity dark as a dungeon, until 


Idea's ſhine upon it :. It was thought of old, that the Eye. was Active: 


in its Viſion, and pierced into things ; but Experience has taught 


© us, that it is but a living Looking-Gliſs, and as Paſſive in Viſion ;, 


and fo is the Soul in underſtanding, efpecially in things Spiritual. 
7thly. From the diſproportion of the- Obje&, 1 Cor. 2. 11. the 


things of God are above the thoughts of man 3 the things of man_ 
are above the thoughts or ſenſations of a beaftz. the mind of a man- 


is only capable to apprehend the things of a man 3 a God is more 
fuperior to man, than man is toa Beaſt, How ſhould this humble us 
in the ſight of God, fiop the curiolity of our enquiring minds about 


particulur accounts of God's Aﬀeairs, or reaſons of his Purpoſes t 


What implicit Obedience to his Will ſhould this bring forth ! Will 
we Indent, or Article it, with our Beaſt, how far they ſhall Ride, 
what Proviſion by the way, when they ſhould Reſt > And will he 
that flies on. the wings of Cherubims Indent, or enter into Condi- 


tions with them ? He charges Angels with folly, And will he: put. 
truſt in his Saints? The Excellency of. Chriſt, Phil, 3, nay, theex- | 
tent. | 
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tent of Sin, and the evil of it, che-beauty and lovelineſs of Holi- 


Pg ” aa 


ed by Paz uncil the (cales fell from his Eyes. 


Faith and Reaſon contitts, and ſhow what things arc diſcovered. by 
the Inftrumentality of Saving Faith, that cannot be ſeen by Reaſon. 
To which I {hill only premiſe- the acceptation of the Terms ; and 
1. by Reaſon , I mean not the Cauſe of a thing, 'as when we ſay; 
why, or for what reaſon did you this ? but all diſcovery of Truth 
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- -which the mind arrives at.from ſenſe or refleQtion on'its own Opera- 


tions. 2dly. Faith, I mean not Hiſtorical Faith, that is, affent to 
: Truth on the credit of the propoſer of it, becauſe it is of nigh 
S  kindreg/to Reaſon ; for inſtance, as to the Revealed Truths of the 
| | Scripture, 1» They who have not Saving Faith, receive them on 
. Reaſon, viz:. They believe ir to be God's word, becauſe of the ma- 
ny Reaſons that prove it's Divinity, the Churches Teſtimony, the 
many Miracles, the wonderful Prophecies, the great Effects and 
Succef*, the Agreement of the Truths in them, with the Truths of 
Reefon; and it were a Mercy if all that receive them, did ſo; 
but alas ! an no better grounds than Cuttome , and Parents or 
— N-ighbours ſaid ſo, do many own them. 2dly, We ſearch out 
the ſenſe of them by Reaſon, Grammar, Logick,' and Rhetorick ; 
Reaſons Tools. 3. We admit nothing contrary toReaſon, Plura- 
lity of Gods, Tranſubſtantiation, we rejeA on this ground ; they 
are repugnant to Reaſon ; to be more beſts, and more greateſts, is 
nonſenſe; and fo for one Body to be in many places, and a great 
Body ina lice place. 4thly. It can bring no new Perception, or 
IdJz2, into our Mind that we had not by Reaſon; for though we re- 
ceive Truths compounded, or compoſition of Idea's, that we could 

- vot tye together by Reaſon, and ſo above Reaſon, as that the Dead 
ſhall Riſe; we cannot form a true 1dza of a Riſen or Gloritied Body, 
u0twithſta:ding the many Characters, but by compariſon what thac 

is now; it may have 7 Senſes, but what the 2 other will be, we know 
o not; Paz! was in the Third Heaven, but could not inftrut us#of 


the things that are there; if he uſed words, they multi be new- 


coin'd ones; and then unintelligible, or the old us'd ones, and then 
our Idz4's would have been of the things they are accuſtomed ' to 
ſignifie.z and ſo we ſhould have our Minds fiuffed with Error worſe 


5thly.The next things to explain wherein the difference between | 


« nels, were things of a man when SanRitied,and could not be diſcern- -. 


than Ignoronce, an Idzz of Heaven like a Mahometan Para- ” 


'(dife 3 the Scripture informs us , That what eye has not ſcen , nay 
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| {30 3 Ng: 
ear heard, has not - entered into the mind' of man to confider. _ 
But | mean ſaving Faith, which is like a kind of Original Reve- j 
lation 3 becauſe by rhe gift of it, God inſpires the mind with hew' 4 
Ideas and Perceptions, as the thoughts of Reaſon comes from.Senfe'-. 
inward, or cu:ward, the thoughts of Faich come from God, he - 
ſuggeſts th-m, creates them in the Soul : by traditional Revel:tion 
we have' only words of: Divine things convey'd z by Faith we have” 
the perception and knowledge of theſe things; in. the Word we 
hear of Chritt, in Faith we have him form'd in us, the true Form 
and-Idea of him ; there may be Original Revelation, and only the 
arbitrary thoughts of God painted on the mind by it, not the Image 
of himſelf, and ſo not bea ſaving knowledge z and this makes a valt 
difference between Faith and Reaſon, as great as between-Heaven 
and. Farth. Which I ſhall fu; ther inlarge in theſe tive Heads ; End; 
Obje&, Subje&t, Effc, and Original. "ORs 


r. They differ with: reſpe& to their Pattern and Original, to 
repreſent which is their End. ; as God is-the Author and End of all - 
things, ſo he is the Pattern ; there-was nothing elſe to take the mo- 
dcl of the Creatures from, in the mind of the Creator, but himſelf; / 
ſomewhat or other in God the meaneſt Creature doth reſemble 
their Activity, as ſecond Cauſes, his Power ; their Utfefulnels his 
Goodnels, their harmonious Beauty, his Glory z their Duration ( fince 
nothing, is to -be annihilated) his Eternity; fer God could not deny 
himſelt in Words or Actions, he could make nothing but what ſome- - 
thing of God might be ſeen in it ; The beavens declare bis glory, and 
the earth ſheweth bis handy work”. But theſe things are prints of his 
Footſicps, marks of his Hand ; their repreſentation wants the efſen- 
tials of an Image, which are 1. Likeneſs 3 2. Dependance ; 3. A 
Specification, One Egg is not the image of another, though like; 
nor a Worm the image of a Man, though it depend of him, and 
is like to him, as a Creature, andas living 3 but Children are Images 

b of the Parents becauſe of: the ſame kind ; the Imagination, that © 
image of Creative Power, draws the Child in the Womb in the 

likeneſs of the Parent. Hence we may conclude, that Angels are-in | 
' . God's image, bearing the name of. Sons ; -but man alone, of fab!u- 
nary Creatures, bears this honourable Title of the Image of Go, | 
Gen. I. 16G, 17. I Cor. 11. 7: fam. 3.9. But that I may come to - 

the purpoſe, it is the Law ot Images and Pictures, among whom . 

man is to be reckoned one, that nothing be cſſential-in the- PiQure:-: 

| | b but « 
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but what repreſents ſomething in the Original ; Faith and Reaſon 
beirg.the two moſt excellent and comprehenfive things in the Soul 
of man, and fo diltin& from one another , that they are ſeparable, * 
they mult repreſent ditiin& things in God : And 1 lay this down as 
the baſis of the diltin&ion, that Faith repreſents God as related to 
himlſclt ; Reaſon rep. eſcnts him as related to the Creatures 3 Faith 
repreſents God in his Effential Attributes, and Blefled Fellowſhip ; 
Reaſon repreſents him as drawing his own PiQure in Arbitrary 
Creatures. 1 ſhall illuſtrate and-contirm theſe apart. o 
I. Faith is the Image of the Divine Nature, as ſubſiſting in that 
bleſſed Fellowſhip of the Trinity. For 1. Faith is that by which 
the Creature only is happy, and enjoys communion with God, and 
| therefore is fitteſt to repreſent the Happineſs of God ; and Happineſs 
without Fellowſhip is inconceivable, and the more perfe the Crea- 
ture is, the more delightful is ſuitable Company. God faid it was 
not good for man to be alone 3 and the common Epithct - of 
man among, Philoſopers, is a Soctable Animal ; therefore it ſcems 
reaſonable, as well as credible, that there 1s a Fellowſhip in God 3 
whence ſhould it have become our bltſfedne(s, if there was not a 
blefledneſs in himſelf thereby to be repreſented ? F-bn 17. That 
they all may be one, as 1 in thee, and thou in me, that they alſo may be one 
in ur. The Goſpel reveals to'us that this Fellowſhip confifis in a Tri- 
nity. There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, Word and 
Spirit and that there :is a mutual knowledge, love and delight 
among them; therefore in Faith muſt this Bleſſcdnefs be repreſented, 
ſince our Happineſs is a ſhadow of his, and ours confitis in the ex» 
ercilſc of Faith ; in Reaſon our Nature and Efence confilts, we cane 
not be without it, w hich reoreſents the being of Creatures to be 
imagery painting ; all Creatures are nothing in comparifon of 
God, as the Prophet Tſzizh lays, Nothing, and leſs than nothing ; but 
it pleas'd the Divine Veing to draw his own Picture on 'it. So it 
is ſuitable, that his Life, who bears thc title of Image as his greateſt 
honour, ſhould confift in repretenting God as he drew, and is 
drawn and repreſented by this Picturc, and in Reafon doth this 
Nacure and Lite conlift. | 7 | 
- 2, I find the Scripture giving account of this Image, Gen, 1. 26. 
under two natpcs, Image and Likeneſs ; Zetem and Damuth, which 
the Fathers interpret as diltin&t Repreſentations, though later In» 
terpreters ſay it is only an Image very like 5 but the Text it 
{clt points at a two-told Relation, one toward God, made m bis 
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' Imagez the-other toward the Creatures, a likeneſs to God in domf- 
- nion over them . this agrees welk-with the two things: that make 
man, Reaſon a man, and Faith a happy one 3; Faith makes” him © 
God's Image, and Reaſon firs him for. government of the Crea- / 
tures, and. to. repreſent. God therein, not deſerving the name 'of _ 
Image, but likeneſs only. * - 56 5 a8 I} IE | 5 OS 
3. I find a Trinity-of Images, or in this Image diftin&ly'men- 
tion'd in Scripture. 1A ſubjeQtive and effential Image that ſin cannor 
wear out, and remains after the Fall; though not without hurt and 
defilement, Gen. g..6. -Wheſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall bis. blood 
be ſhed ; for in the image of God made be man; this Law is after the 
Fall, and holds good to them that are in a falten condition, Fam.3:9. 
thenceforth-' curſe we men that are' made _in'the likeneſs'of God: 
2. There is an objective Image which doth not inhere,but by way of . 
obje& is enjoyed, Pſal. 17. laft, 2 Gor. 3,18. 3. There isan Image - 
' in qualitis, and inherent likeneſs, Eph. 4. Col: 3. 10; Knowledge, 
- Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. Now there being a Trinity in God, + 
and a Trinity in this Image z and this being the Image of God, why 
-ſhall we not think the one Trinity is the Image of the other; and 
ſince Faith fills all three, that it conſiſts in'Faith ? /_ 
+ * 4+ There are'three ways of apprehending this myſterious Truth, 
| Some by a bare aRing of a perſon, or by different Relations, as one IN 
man may be Uncle, Father and Son ; but-there'are two Abſurdities , ©. = 
follow itzone;that it makes fix perſons in the Trinity, for there muſt» Pp. 
be Correlatives. 2. Here is not an Hypotheſis to'explain the Go- 
ſpel by : Some make three Attributes only, which is liable to the ſame _ 
Loading , why. not four, tive, or fix? nor can the. Goſpel be * 
explain'd. by it; the Son of God is Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, 
Some by three United Spirits, in a mutual or ſelf-conſciouſneſs ; but 
why not in one Spirit, fince the Scripture tells us one Spirit is the 
Image of God, and there is a Trinity -in one Image, therefore this is- 
the moſt: conformable- way to the Scripture 3 Trinity is effential to 
| the Godhead, God made manan Image of this Godhead,” and there 
is a Trinity in this Image when the Soul is endued with Faith, not. 
elſe ; therefore in Faith doth this Image conſiſt,for ſome eſſentials of *- 
Faith fills every Faculty 3 which I ſhall explain, -by ſhewing the re- - 
| ſemblance between theſe Images and the reſpeQive Perſons: of. the 
- Bleſſed Trinity 3 and ſecondly, by ſhewing what of Faith conlifts © 
in that fimilitude, . Re wen | STORE $ene 
Sq EW 4 1. There - 
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. 1. There'is the SubjeRtive Image which remains-eſſentlal to the. | 
| Soul-after: the Fall; Gen.. 9. 6.,'3 Cor. 11.. 5. Fam. 3, this is the hy- 
- pothelis and foundationto the reſt; for neither objeQive nor qua- 


litative Image, neither form-nor fruit 'of Faith could be without a 
ſuitable Capacity z God can make out of Stones a Seed to: Abraham, 
but he mult make'them men firſt. z you cannot put more in. a Veſſel 
thary it is capable to hold, and cannot be Veffels of Grace, Mercy, 
Honour and Glory, without containing, 'or ſome way poſſeling a- 
God ; for Chriſt dwells in the heart by Faith, ;' there mutt be a'cor- 
reſpondent appetite to this Bread of Life, a large Temple for this 
Shechinah this SabjeQive Image is a valt craving Apyertite,as giving 


is Gods, and receiving is the Creatare's; the more it can. receive, the 


more capable it is of 'gloritying God z andthe more ſpiritual,” the 
more capacious : Sq this is the taculty of Faith, a longing deſire, but - 


capable of ſeveral degrees. 1. A imple deſire, and it is {eldom thus. 
_ 2.. A diſquieted agitation, and. this is the uſual degree in the world ; 
. an Appetite that puts man to pains and diligence, and. all the labour 


under- the Sun arifes from it. © 3. A ſenſible and lively pain; herein - 
Convidion conſiſts, a diſcovery, that there is a'vanity in all former 
labour for this end with the remaining defixe; there is an intolera- 
ble pain to the Soul, of a diſcovery of a more ſuitable good, 4, When 


it advances,. the Soul is fir'd by it into an Internal Deſpair, or Hea- - 


venly Flame: Theſe things are the Reaſons why all Souls are not in one 


"of theſe twolaſt Conditions. 1.The Soul's immaturity 4 at its firſt go- 


ing forth-into this world it is pleas'd; and fancies fatisfaQtion is tobe 
had in it 3 but as Solomon did after long experience , it finds all is 
vanity; no-reſt is to be had in them 3 and'it is a deſperate. fign of a- 
Soul's ill progreſs in Wiſdom: aud Goodneſs, when the older 
they graw,they become the more covetous. 2. Original Corruption 
which is of a darkening and fupiftying nature. 3. The confinement 
to the Body, it can only peep thorough the Grates of Senſe 4; The 


- Suggeſtions" of Satan 3 Security is the'ſixong-hold of his Kingdom,. 


5. Divine Providence, which keeps it in a due temperature for go- 
vernment' in this Wortd z yet we ſee evident demonſtrations of its. 


_ power and vigour 3; whence are all the Studies, Arts, Sciences, 
' Trades, Undertakings, Labour and- Pain in this World, but from 

- this Appetite, Who will ſhew us any good ? how {h31l 1 be pleasd, 

\ fatisfied? when (hall I get gain,? whence are all the boiling Paſli- 


ons, diforderly Motions, tumultuous Sturs, :Wars and Fightivgs in; 


' the World, but from. this deſire? Appetite is a more radical At- 


tribute 
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-' tribute_of the Soul than Thinking, for thoughts ariſc:from defire,  _ © 
that is the quickening and enlivening- principle of the Soul 3. Will 
' is. as | eſſential - to! the: Soul as Underſtanding. .. Now. as- the 
- Father is the Hypoſtaſis and Principal'to all the reſt, Heb. 1; 3. [The ' 
Son is the.expreſs Charafter of his” perſon, or Hypoſtalis, as it is.in the - ww 
Ocigipal z ſo is this-Appetite, but with that difference that is ne- . - 3 
ceſfary between a Greator and Creature ; this by capacity, that by. 
- communicating z, All-ſufficiency is the firſt order; of being,.in an Inh- 
nite Spirit ; but emptineſs,  yacuity, want, or need, is firſt in order 
among the-Creaturesz All-ſufficiency is the radical fitneſs for-com- 
'municating, as emptineſs is for receiving ;z this Image is by:contra- 
poſition as the- Seal is to. the Wax; what is protuberant-and ſwelling 
forth inthe Seal, is hollowneſs in the Wax. 2. In that likeneſs. that . - 
is between the cſſential properties of the Soul and Divine Attribates; 
for the Divine Attributes are originally the Fathers; here .the fimi- - * 
litude between their Spiritual; -Iramortal Natures-are t0;be trac'd, - *. 
35: As the Soul can be leparate from the Body, its little "World, fo 
God from his'great one. Fr ', | Weg 
- 2.” There is the Objective Image,  Pſal. 17. laſt, 2: Cor, 3: 18. an 
ObjeRive mage is the form and idea that we- perceive a thing under; 
I cannot underftand Chriſt's being otherwiſe-form'd-in us, than, by | 
the Spirit's forming a ſuitable Idea of Chriſt's. Nature, Offices, and: 
our-need of him in our minds, Eph.” 3. 17. Thus Chrift dwells in our 
' bearts by faith, the capacity of our Soul fits. us for ſo great goadnets' 
' as this view and amiable aſpe& of him is. And 2 His forming this 
Idea in us, is the gift of- Faith, it is his «ffeRual calling z no. Soul can 
' ſee him without trulfting him, and loving.him above all things ; it's 
very obſervable, that Souls are fed by their Qbzecs, frengthened and 
coraforted as: much as Bodies by Food z hence Chriſt is called'the 
Bread of Life, .and there is a Sacrament of purpoſe to repreſent this * 
truth. 3. The perceiving and: receiving- this Qbje iz the formal * 
a& of Faith, and the habitual continuation of it.is the habit of Faith, - 7 - 
and this is done by the Phyſical operation of the Spirit z for, 2 Cor. - 
2-18. that lovely and glorious Image is form'd in the Soul by the. 
Spirit'; Hence:we learn how we receive the Spirit by Faith, viz. by 
the faculty ox capacity of Faith z the Soul is not ative but paſſive; in 
this: reception the Adt is attributed to it from its fitneſs. as'a Veſſel 
- is ſaid to receive; And 2. How Faith is: wrought by theSpirit : And 
' - 3. how Chriſt and the Soul is united by: Faith,'-we may learn the -| 
nature of the Germent. . But the principal thipg here is, wherein this. 
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repreſents the/Son of God. "1. Confider that the Father Is repre. 


ſented” as a Self-fabſiftent, Self-fafficient- Perſon.- '2.: The Son, as 
the Image of this Perſon in his own mind hence Foh. 1. 1, he is 


call'd Word ; Col.1. Imagez Heb. 1. Charather and Truth; Light; &c. © © 


- all this informs us, that the Generation and begetting'of the Son 
15. not after our Carnal manner, or any thing like. it; 'but ina pure, 
fpiritaal , refin'd manner , 'as our mind brings forth thoughts '; 
and. ſome” fancy that Angelical Spirits multiply their Nacure that 


© way: So that the Perſonality of the Son is the Image of God = Fa-_ 
onliſts. 


.therin his own mind, and Faith is the Image of itz. for it 
in our having thelmage of God truely drawn in our mind : So this 
doth noe, like the former, conſiſt in a correſpondent:Counterpofition, 
- butin' a fimilitude, and infome lenſe a ſameneſs, becauſe the Obje& is 


_ the ſame; tho.not- the ſame way , but a like way enjoy'd : God's. 


Imige of himſelf is himſelf, all is ſubſtance, all is oneneſs, all ſame- _ - 


neſs, that is in that Nature ; not ſo is it with us. Now if we ſup- 


IE: poſe it poſſible, which cannot be denied, that, God could take the 
- thought of a Soul, its.Idea of it ſelf, and make another Soul of it,"and” 
then incorporate it, it repreſents the matter clearly, how the Son of . 


God, rhe Image of God in his own: mind, might be incorporated, 
and not the Father. Now fince Faith is a having God, or Chriſt the 


Son of God, dwell in our mind, andthe Perſonality of the Son of. 


God conſiſts in God's having his own Image obje@ive dwell in this 
 'mind, Faith in its' formil nature fitly repreſents the Son. © = 


- Here | would not be underſtood to make the Idea of Chrift or 
God-to be the Objed of our Faith only,but themſelves in their Na- 


. tare and Perſon confidered without us.I may repreſent the Caſe bythe 


Sun, the Obje& of our Sight z the Surritſclf is the Obje, but by 


* forming its own Image and Picture in our Eye, fitted for that pur- 
, poſe 3 yet they are'true and real Particles of the fame Sun that are 
darted in our Eyes; and think in this ſenſe it maybe ſaid, we par- - 


" fake of the Divine Nature, 2iz. ObjeGive ; while we behold, as in 
a Glaſs, his glorious Image, and ſhall more fully, when we are even 


fatisfied with his likeneſs. ie 


"3. There is the qualitative Image, a likeneſs ii property, Col. 3. 
' 70. Eph. 4. 24. Knowledge , Righteouſneſs and Holineſs herein _ 


-... conliſts the fruit of Faith, or native reſults from the anion between 


God and the Sou] 3 we live by Faith , and Faith works by love z 


this and the former bear the ſame relation to the Souls that eating - 
and working do to the Body z for by cating by Falth we receive. 
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Krength, by working we ſpend-it, © Nowhis-repreſents the Spirit : 
1. Ir his ' proceeding and emanation- from the Father and:Sofz; for © 
. Holineſs proceeds from the Soul and Chrift-united, 2-Cor. 3. 18; we 
are transformed- into the ſame likeneſs, \Pſal. 17. we are fatisfied, © 
Eph. 318. it can-never flow f:om the Soul alone, 2. TheSpirit.is - 
the perfe&ting Perſon; the compleating of every work is aſcrib'd to 
him; the Contrivance and firit Motions of. oar Salvation to the Fas 
ther, the Redemption-to the Son, the Compleating Application to” - 
. the Spiric 3 ſo this is the Cape-ſtone, the. laſt pe:feftion of the Di-_. 
[ vine lmagg, and the Soul's Bleſſednefs ; Holinels is\not the wares NE 
tion of Union with Chriſt ,. but"the fruit-of it. The myſteriouf-/ 
neſs of the Trinity confifts in the Gmplicity. and oneneſs of. that Na- 
ture, and yet diſtinQneſs for ſuch diltin& Ofhces:.” Now there is- © 
no Creature more one:thin a Sounl,: a Spirit indivifible z and yet the 
three things:that are eſſential to a believing Soul are fo diſtin, that: 
the firſt and other two are ſeparable, and the ſecond and third as di- 
tint as God and a Creature, if we conſider the Exterhal Objec:; 
and if we confider the Internal, as diftint as Effect and Caule, our 
_ Soul is paſhve as to the one, and-aRtive as ta-the other; this may 
' = help te-confirm: us, as the Acute and Reverend Mr. How ſays of the 
conceivableneſs of a Trinity in that firicteft Unity z tince this: is in” 
the Image drawn by his own hand for this end to reprefent himſelf; 
but how it is, F#m contented to admixe and. wonder; until I come 
- to an higher Form, for ] cannot ſlay long in this, | | 


' The Second thing tg be prov'd, is,. That Reaſon repreſents God 
as drawing his own Picture on the Creatures. I cannot conceive.a- 
more rational original for the exiftence: of the Creatures,” than; the 
farisfiGion and delight that God did take in- the contemplation and 

- enjoyment of himſelf z, from thence an arbitrary. free thought be- 
came a purpoſe of making an'external Image, and letting that image 
ſhare of the goodnels of enjoying God too... I — - 
" | Now that which-needs proof, is, That God in this relation to the- 
Creatures, as having all'their Ideal Fortns in-his mind, and contri-- - 

.ving, ordering them, as they may. beſt anſwer that end, is the Pat-- 

' tern of Reaſon and L ſhall bring theſe. five Reaſons for.it.. | 


2: There is nothing in God that Reaſon can-Repreſent or be aw 
_ Image of befides;which may be evinc'd. 1.From the nature of Reaſon 4. 
and- 2d. in. what-reſpeRts any thing, like it is to-be-found in--God:. 
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1. "redo 3 is the. Form of man,” that: which is common RIAA and 
makes him differ from a Beaſt, Dan. 4.36: Ayreaſon;returned unto me. 


2 Pet. 2. 1%. brute beaſts ; the 'word is unreaſonable beaſts, hoe 


Ga. When Nebuchadnezzar was like a Beaſt, he loſt his Reaſon, 
Facalties, and Habits, are known-by their AQs ; now the Ading 


| of Reaſon, is" ſtudying , ſearching. the knowledge .of a thing by 
, Its- Cauſes, Luke 5. 21. The- Phariſees began to-reaſon, ſaying, who can 


forgive ſins but God ? Vihat Cauſe :or Author was neceſſary for ſuch - 


- an FEAeR ! How great Goodne(s and Authority muſt be in-him !-ſo 
/2.4, 25+ Matt. 21. 25. Hence reaſon is taken-either- for .the knows, © 
ledge, the exerciſe oft thought, As 28.29. Rom..1-21. 2 Cor. 10. 


5. or the*cauſes and obje&-of. the Realoning; Prov. 26.16, And 
Cauſcs being of Two kinds, 'Ph;kcal, or Moral ; Phyſical, viz. Et- 
ficient, or Material, Pfal. 88. 9: "Myeye mozurneth by reaſon of affliction, 


| "Job 17.7. byreaſon of ſorrow , Plalm go. 10 2 Per. 3. 15,/ Eecleſ. 7. 


25: Ie. 41. 21. Moral, as the end-is, Rom.-12. T. Ati, 25: 27; hence 


Reaſoning i is Twofold ; . Speculative , when we enquire about -the 
- Phyſical Cates ; Praftical, when the final is under Conſideration; 


-or Specalative, when we fludy a'thing done by another; Pradical, 


when we ftudy: the doing of a thing our {elf, andthe uſual name - 
For. this is' Counſel. The 3d: enquiry1s, how #ar any thing like 


Reaſoning is to be Found in God ? 1. Notin the knowledge of him- 


ſelf,. there is no Effet, nor no Gauſe abfirated-from the Creation 5: 


an Infallible Mind will not ftudy a Being, by Cauſes that has none 
he knoss himſclf by Intuition. - 2, With seſpet to Creatures, 


"there is no place for Speculative Reaſoning, for nature is God's Art 


and Workmaninip. 2 Ic implies-an jmperfection of: Mind both-jn 
Nownels and narrownelfs of Thought; 11t, knowing one thing, and 
"then gzthering the knowledge of another from it. 2d, Narrow- 
nels, we cannot adinit more things-than.one at once; though the 


Mind,” like the F ye;-gan nimbly 'skip from one -to another; hence 


we nd it is anly Counſel, or practical Realoning; that is to be 


- found in God, I/z.-1; 18. Epbeſc 1, t1. Aﬀs 20. 27. Þ have ditlared 


the whole copnfel of God unto you. © Zech." 6. 13s "Fer. 32+.19, 


If... 46. 10. and 40: 14. and cherefore that (is. it, t, only which 


our Reafon is the Image of. - | 
2. From the 'nature of Piutes and Images 3 z it js effetial-t0 | 
Pictures ro repreſent the preſent. Figure ard Poſture that the Perſon 


” Painted 'is in at that time; though it isnot eſſential co the Perſon, who 
could be in another Potiure, 'it.is clontial tothe Picture ; loReaſon 


is 
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= 0 eſſential t to man, or- Creturls a Creator, hab A Py: to him 3 

-  __. andas far 'agBodies can repreſent Spirics, the conſulting about the 
world, doing -all' things zccording'to the counſel of his Will was - | 
the poſture of Mind he was in when he form'd the World. © '- © 

3. A part of this Image did conlilf in repreſenting God--as s Go- p-. 
vernor, 1 Cots 11. A. which is peculiar to the man, -He is the image . » 2 
and glory of God ; and Gen. 1.26. it is added to tie Imege, Now: . / 2 
Reaſon and Government arc of ſo nigh kindred; they are ſignified = 2 
by one. word, The lot is calf into the _ but the difpiſal thereof ( Rear 
{on in» the Hebrew ) is of the Lord; Reaſon is: that man-is titted for: | 
Government by; andas God's Contriving and Creating the World: - - 
is foundation and root of is Right and Government, fo Reaſon in 
-man 3 And ſhall not we then conclude a likeneſs in the Two? | 

4. All in minis Image of God; it is-not ſaid-Soul or:Body, |but: 

_ Man was:made in. his tmage; and Gen. 9:6. the. Budy of man. for 
that: is capable of being killed only bclide the: Parity to be tound 
between them and Reaſon being effeptial to man, belonging to the 
Soul of man, it ſeems very teaſonable- that it ſhould be fome way:the 
Imige'of God and his: Counſel; and practical Reaſon, by-which he 
contrived the World; is only that-it can repreſent-> There-are Four = | 

Principal things in man,- like Four Elements, of which he conliſis,— 
Faith, Reaſon, Imagination, Senſe: Faith*is the Image of God in — 
his Being and: Blefſedneſs, which conſiſts. in. the Fellowſhip of. the-. 
Bleffed Trinity 3 Reaſon i is the Image of God, '2s drawing in. de-- = 

_ ſign his Image in the Creatures's Imagination js the Image of Cre. © 2 
ative Power, which it exerts. in» Generation and: other unaccounts- | 
able Actions, it: being that the Child is often; Marked -by. without* 
cur knowledge, thews that the Child is forny'd by? it. [magination is- 

; the Mother and-Former of all Ingenious: Arts 3 the Notion came like. 
a*-dart of Light ; . this is:the: Picture of Gods Creating Power: I- 

_- have ſeen-at Urrecht a Child's Arm broke in. the Fother's Belly, and _ 
turned behind irs Back-in the ſame poſture the woman ſaw the. per-=7 ' 
ſon who frighted her.: Senſe is the Image of that approbation_ and. . 
pleaſure that God did take in his Workmanſhip; -and-thathe-expreſ- 

fed by aſſerting itto be very Good, this Being an inferior Satistzi-- 

--on to'thiat intinite Satisfaction, in the Enjoyment of himſclt, 15 2&=- 
preſented. by-the Satisfation of our Senſes... 

- 5, The convenience and uſe that this.diſtinftion irs in Diviniry-; 3. 

| ' 1--It folves..the great. difficulty: that we find in differencings. the- 
2M KonIg: oo of God, that i is. with-and. man, vt NM 
Cle tedtss.” 
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' fects, Some ſay, it conſiſts in degree; but this is contrary to expe 
rence, for then-the more Reaſonable, the more of- Salvation z but 
- It is certain many of the Wilſeſt, beſt Diſputants,” eloquent. Preach- 
ers, are farther from Salvation, than poor feriojs Souls that can 
ſay very little for themſclves,  '2dly, Some place it in Effects ; but 
ſuch vaſidiftant Effects, ſuppoſes diſtin Cauſes; therefore a diftint 
Knowledge; but this makes a formal diftin&tion, the one isaknow- 
ledge.of- God himſeM, the other of a Form, image, and Picture of . 
him, as in the next Head; 2, It explains how man fell at firſt ; 
- - God made man upright, but he gave up himſelf to Reaſoning, fo 
| the word, UN Ecel.tignifiech,the ſame word that before is Tranſla- 
ted Reaſon of things.” When God made man with ſuch vaſt appe- 
tites in his Soul, - he could not ſuffer them to be empty, he could 
not make man hungry 3 if when we awake we are fatished with 
his Likeneſs, there was a content in him 3 before fin th:re was an 


Union and Communion between God and Adam, 2 Cor. 3. 18. The +, 


Holineſs and Righteouſneſs which makes up Uprightne(s, did flow . 
_ from the amiable” Contemplation: of that-ravithing -Countenance, 
the light whereof were like the morning Beams in the-Soul z but as _ 
-. we find ſometimes Senſe ,; {oinetimes Imagination, and then: Rea- 
ſon, or Faith, ſoat work, as there: is a"ceffation in-the exerciſe of 
the other: So here Satan throws in- ſuggettions, idza's, forms, 
about the, external Ordinance; which was a Symbol and Image of 


Spiritual things, through the intentneſs nd hefitatior about this, - - 


the Soul ſlighted and neglected the motionsand.condudt of that ſu- © 
+ periorLighte; which was a quenching and provokingot the Spirit : 
- His being buſted about this Reaſoning,loſi hica his Uprightnels; and - 
the Spirit of God's indwelling: in him, which was the cauſe of it. 
3- It explains how a Protethon of: Religion® is. contitent with 
; Atheiſm in the Heartz Reaſon has Form, «Image, Idza of God, - 
1- but'no acquaintance with k z they are withiut God. 1 have 
been the larger on this, becauſe thefo)lowing differences are compre- - 
hended-in ic, and I ſhall propoſe them for explaining this. Y 
- 2. Faith and Reaſon difters .in Obje&.z Reaſon apprehends the 
Idza; Forms of Religion ; in Faith there is a ſenſation: and feel- 
"Ing of the. things-themſelves; rhey differ 'as the knowledge of a 


-  Countrey by Maps,and by Travel and Sight; a Man by PiQure and 


- Converſe, Flowers by Herbal draughts and walking in the Garden 

- to {ce the-livelinc(s, favour. their ;refreſhing ſmells, andtaſte the 

_ . fruits; thus Fob 42.7 bavebeard, now I ſee. Fobn 14.1. 17. 21, and 
Ye + | oF | Pe . ES Tio 46,, 
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6.46. 'z. receiving-of, the Spirir,"*Chriſt - welling in'us by Faith , 
form of ſound words, -a-form of 'godlineſs ; What is this but. an 
empty Idza and Figure in/their Mind ? kcannot tell how to explain 
this fully. 1. There is an Image of truth in their Minds who en- 
joy the Spirit of God z- the' power takes not away the form. Burt, 2. 


There is adifference in the form;there is a different Picture in my eye | 


fromthe immediate Perſon when 1 converſe with him;than from the 


livelieſt Piture of him z3'Godis the immediate Obje& of him, and 


in truſting bim' we conſider him as a Perſon without us 3 but when 
there is the Faith, that, & of the operation of God, he doth fo pre- 


ſent himſelf. to the Soul; and give it views and diſcoverics of him, - 


- that it entertains quite-new thoughts of him ; and therefore; though 
_ Rom-1.20,we may knqwiche trvitible Attribates of God, from things 
" that are-made,: by Reaſon, Hb; 1.6. yet we know him afreſh by 
Faith, and take upnew thoughts of his Creation tooz all the know- 
ledge becomes new, and this knowledge of God is pleaſant tohim; 
by Faie we pleaſe-God z; that cold concladed 1dza doth not pleaſe 


_ him: for they-turn vain-in their Imaginationsz when they apply the - 
- Attributes to: an individual Being, they cannot keep from Idolatry, ' 
- they cither form-a.,Spinozs's 'God,' Subſtance in general, or an Epi- 


cureang' a Being like*themfſelves, mot caring for little things, or that 
can'take pleaſure in carnal things, as the Poet ſays, In Celo eft: turpis 
takes pleaſure in God-himſelf,” the thoughts of him is raviſhing, fa- 
tisfying, delightful ; to be ſpiritually minded is life and peace ;, the Hypo-) 


<rite-has all his pleaſure in Religion from ſomething mixed with it, | 


By-cnds, Gain, Credit, Gifts, Notions, as in the Primitive. time 


' the Miraculous gifts were pleaſant to a Simon Magns 5; the one is like 5 
a-Lover {mitten with the Perſon, the other Courts for the Portion ;, | 
In Love with the Meat for the'Sawce, hence is he for dying the 


'-- death of the Righteous, not living their life, © 
- - 3. They differ in Subjes,notonly as to Perſons, 2 Thef, 3. 2. all 


 - haye. not Faith: that have Reaſon, Tir. 1,1. it being proper to the 


 3- 17- but on the other hand, Rom. 2. a form of the law, a' 


adxlter, or that: can be ſatisfied with Bribes. © But by Faith a man 


Ele&; but- in Faculties, Row. 10.10. With the beart man belives. - 


As 8,37. With the whole heart ;' Realonis more ſeated in the head, 
Iſ2. 1.' 5- The bead fick, and the beart faint, Prov. 20. 25. the facul- 
tics of- the Soul ace compared tothe chambers of the belly.” Reaſon is 
the outer Court, where-things are to be examined, ther to be ag- 
- mitted for ends, or means, or neither z; which implies ſome ſecret 
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and more intimate center in the Soul : The common diſtin&ion in 
uſe, is Will and Underſtanding ; Reaſon- is in the Underfianding z 
ſome place Faith there. ſome in the Will, ſome in both 3. jatt as 
Philoſophers contend, Whether the Soul flies upon the wings of the 
vital flame in the Blood, or if it firetch-it elf at length thorow all 
the Nerves, and dwell upon the Spirits; others in the Corpus Calloſwrn 
of the Brain; others in the Glandula Pincalis : But Þ think Carter's 
Notion of dividing the- Soul in its active and paſlive reipets , is 
here ſuitable z that-the Soul as paſſive, -isthe ſubjedt of Faichz but 
as ative, of Reaſon; or in conformity to the Scripture-ftile, this 
vaſt capacious craving appetite, that nothing in the world-can ſatistie 
but God, is the ſubject of Faichz and the union, cement, or meet- 
ing of them two, is called Faith, forma fidei. "The 3-are like Huſ- 
band, Wife, and Marriage-bond', Swbjefizm pong & copmla.. 
For proof of it ; 1. The Scripture deſcribes Faith by eating, drink- 


| Ing, hungering, and thirfting, panting, longing z no ſimile. is ſuf- 


hicient,to repreſent + its cravings z cating and hungering are diffe-- 


" rent degrecs of Faith 3 the firſt view of God awakens the appetite; 


as the firſt view of a perſon may kindlethe love of defire. * 2dly. It 
determines it 3 nothing in heaven or earth but God, Pſalm. 73; herce 


2 ſpiritual appetite is a true: fign of Faith, or- regeneration, 'as new» _ 


born babes defire the ſincere milk, of 1be word. 2. Faith is that we live 
by 3 the Fuſt live by faith. As the body lives by hanger and food, food 
and fitneſs to digett it; fo. the Soul ; Chrilt is the true bread; this 
appetite is the ſtomach, eating and digettion is Faith. 3. By Faith. 
we are ſatished; believing we rejoyce with jw. waſpeakable 3 by. 
ſenſation, or reficion, nothing can come infor a Soul 'to live or be 


_ ſarisfed. by; but by Faith reft and fatisfaQtion: comes: There is a 


difference between believing God, wiz. to: be what he really is.. 
2. And believing what he ſays, credere Deo, that has- his truth, 
for it's Obje&. 3. And- believing on him that has his Alſufficiency, . 
his ſatisfying fulneſs for its Object; we-rely on him becauſe -per- 
fwaded of his Ability and Pextedtion to ſupply all our Wants, cure - 
all our Maladies, put an end to all our Miferies, 'and- make us per-. 


- ely happy; and a ſuitable capacity tothis mutt bethe Subject... - 


4athly. In Effeds. When a man has Reaſon only affifted with. 
Scriptuge, one fruit is an Eriſtical diſpatative, School, Lifele(s Divini- - 


ty,all his. Divinity-is about the Scheme or. Syſtem, and relations of the 


words, parables, and fimilies that Spiritual things are cloathed with, 


To you it is givento nnderftand the things of the kingdom. of God z to them 


that 


TRE +» 
that heard the Parables;it is not given ; I thank thee, O: Father, that 


thox baſt bid theſe things from the wiſe and prudemt, and revealed them un-. 


to babes, 2 Tim 1.13. 1 Tim 6.4. All their Zeal is ſpent about ſome 
Notion or Queſtion; it becomes a {caffold to their Pride, and a door 


to their Paſſion, a Luſt of the Spirit as dangerous as a Luft of the 
Fleſh,- and more troubleſome to all their Neighbours ; they ſet it up | 
for a God, and devote their cunning, intereſt, and ſirength to it; 
they worſhip itnight and day, and count all Atheiſts that do not.” 


But when Faith: comes, a powet influences the Soul toa new life, 
2 Theſſ. 1. 2. the work of Faith with power. -2. Idolatry. is a fruit 
of Reaſon without Faith, Row. I. 20, 21. Reaſon gathered from 


_ © the fabrickof the world, the Author to be a God, a Being Power- 


ful, Wiſe, Good, and worſhip to'be a Duty to him ; but when they 
came'to worſhip, there. was no real Being under perception bue 
ſenſual 'z Senſc-and Faith are the two faculties we converſe with, 
realities by Reaſon, and imagination with Idza's. Senſes do cor» 
verſe with real bodies, feels, ſecs, hears them 3 Faith with real Spi- 
xits, feels God, taſtes his Graciouſnels, ſees his Beauty, hears: his 
Voice and knows it, receives immediate touches and i ns 
from him; Imagination is like a Dream, a. Brain full of Pi&ures, 


but they are all bodily and pleaſant, or terrible, according to the 


temper of the Perſonz Reaſon isa dream of Spirituals, -a formati- 
on of Images and Picures of them, more from our own Tempers; 
a-Silver god one, and a Carnal'god another, than the truth of their 
Natures.” 3. Bratality, ſenſualaeſs, - the ideal faculties, ſubſerves the 
real, and hence when Faith is gone, Reaſon becomes a ſlave, a cook, 
a cater, pimp, and\mere tool for ſenſe, Rem. 6 9. Reaſon is one -of 
theſe members ; but when Faith is come, and the Soul' converſes 
really with a God, it Spiritualizes all things, it views every thing as 
repreſentative of God z and this is the difference betwcen Philoſo- 


phyand- Divinity, the one Contemplates the Creatures-in their rela- 


tions to one another, the other in relation toGod ; a Divine is like 
one in Love, whatever be the beginning of the ſiory, his Beloved is 
the-end 3 Chriſt is the door, the way, water, bread, the every 


. thing to him; all chat is good is like him; cheorher is always ab- 


ſtractivg from God, ſfiudying the Vertuc and Power of Sccond-Cau- 
ſes, without thinking on them as God's tools that can do nothing 
withouthis ordering 4thly. Byrroniſme, a Sceptical Atheiſm, they 
want the moſt convincing Argument of Experience, and from Pride 


mit 


having more reaſon and knowledg of that kind, they will not ad- 
% | | | | G 2 | : 


C44 -- -.. 
mit-that any other has more knowledge than himſelf;; with open 
mouth they confeſs they never convers'd with God, never ſaw him 
or heard him ; but the Believer can ſay, I have felt his Power, 


taſted his Graciouſne(s, ſavcured his Name as precious Oyntment  - 


the effes of Faith are ſo many, and by fo many infifted on, I (hall 


deſiſt, 5thly. They differ in Original. Dr. Lack has very notably 


obſerved. That Philoſo hy, yea all natural Idza's or knowledge, 
comes from ſenſes or reflection; ' the Soul fits: like a Spider on the 
web of arimal Spirits, pceping thorough the Eyes, teeling like a 


| blind man with a ſlick by all the Nerves, hearkening at the drum © 


| of the Ear,tatting with the Palate,and then ſiudying and diſcuurſing 
upon each of them. 2dly. She refles on het ſelf, What am 1 that 
am thus impriſoned, fo much employed that can ule all theſe ſenſes, 


that can conclude and obſerve many things from them, read LeQures 


'on my (:1If, that can feeland grope after a God? 4s 17.27, But the 
other is of a more divine original, it's the gift of God, ,God is Author 
and Finiſher of it; this'is a third way of receiving knowledg by Divine 
imprefſion, or infuſion ; it's a Bean from the Sun of Righteouſneſs z 
they differ as much as a coal-fire and the day break by oriental. rays; 
and if it were not for ſome common twilight, helliſh darkneſs would 
obſcure the other, and not leave a thought of God, if it were not 
in hatred and blaſphemy 3 be is the light that enlightens every one that 
comes into the world, But this light of Faith is far above that. .- 


1 come now to the ſecond branch: viz. of Faith's being an Inftru- 


ment of Evidence by way of Argument., Evidenceis taken two ways, 
either for a Natural Evidence,as when I ſee the Sun thorough itsown. 
Light; or Logical Evidence, when a Truth is made evident by-an 
Argument. I have hitherto infifted on Faith as the greateſt Infiru- 
ment of Light, and this is fuppoſed ; for an Argument ſuppoſes 
knowledge, Epb. 5- 13. Whatever doth make manifeſt, is light. John 3. 
20, He that doth evil comes not to the light, leſt bis deeds ſhould be reproved. 


Apprehenfion muſt go before Judgment 3; but weſy@:, Light is ra-. - 


ther an Argument,a term borrowed from the Logick and Rhetorick, 
where it is uſed ſo, and molt Critical Interpreters tranſlate it-ſo; 


the word is but once more in the New Teftament, 2 Tim. 3.15. And 


is profitable for dofirine, for reproof, ('but as properly proof) and ſo 


frequently the Verb is tranſfated, to prove or convince, Fob. 8. 46. 


-Matth. 18. 15, Tell bim ( bat better tranſlated, convince him ) 
Tit. 1. 19. Convince the gain-ſayers 3 and as frequently rebuke or -re- 
prove, which ſuppoſes proof it is very diſorderly, to reprove _ 
FIVE FE: | they 


TEX CES Soak Ht 
they: conviiice.: Some think it is rathcr the Conclufion than Argu- 
ment z the convidtion and perſuaſion from an Argument, than the . 
Argument it ſelf.z .but the Scrip:ure uſes another word, iasſZrs for 
that, more properly deriv'd for that figniticaticon, 2 Pet. 2. 16. He 
. » had, or poſſeſs'd @ conviftion, in himſelf 3 we trarflate it, was rebuk'd3 
. and ſeldom uſe a word of fo. narrow a fignihication, as to exclude 
' Fgnitications ſo nearly connected 1 therefore it's an Argument. with 
-#s Conclution, a mean of Convidion: that carries Conviction 
with ita-;;\- | | 

The Senſe and Dcarine is thus.z That Faith is an Argument by 
which a Soul is convinc'd. of.the truth and reality of things unſeen 
to Senſe and:Reafſon, 1 Cor. 2. 9. the Scripture has reveal'd things: 
that ear has not heard, nor «ye ſeen, nor bas it enter'd into the heart of man- 
to confider'3,. but.it is by Faith only that a perſon is fully perſuaded and 
. convinc'd: abcut them 3 ; fome doubttul jealous Thoughts, ſome un- 
- Jiftin& Dreams about theſe things they may have, as Pilate's Wite 

about Chriſt: but after that Faith is come, they are fully convirc'd 

'of the truth of-this DeQrine z that Faith is an Argument, is mani- 
feſt frm its: being a greater degree and kind of knowledge than 
Reaſon; for Arguing is the improving and-uting of perception: Ar- 
guments are gathered out of our: Knowledge and to a man's elf 
an inſtrument of Knowledgg' is an, \ rgument. When one thorough a 
Teleſcope diſcovers the Satell:tis Fovis, or other {mall Stars, he is 
thereby convinc'd of their being z but the principal Argument I ſh:11 
prove. it by , is. from Faith, being an .cxperimental knowledge of 
theſe unſeen things. | 

Maj:r. Experience is a moſt convincing Argument of. the truth 
and reality cf things. . | 

Minor. But in ſpiritual or unſeen things Faith is an experience. 

Caoncl.. Therefore Faith is a convincing Argument of the truth and 
reality of unſeen things. _ | RN, 

The firft Propotition is very evident 3 the Chymilt, Anatomiſt,.all: 
kind of Artitts or Philoſophers are for Experimerts, it's the Philoſoe 
hy. in faſhion; and happy were we, if it were the Divinity in fathi- 
ongz 1 mean not hke unbelieving Thomas, John 20.25. who would 
not believe-our Lord's Reſurrection without fecing and feeling; he 
is a pitiful Philoſopher that doth.not experience a higher Faculty and 
Touchſtone of Truth thai his. Senſes. He that is in a Boat, and 
tcoking to the Shoar,. ſays the Land moves, not he; or that putting 
a Stick, he knew before to be ſtraight, into. the water, ſays it's 

| | croakes 
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crooked while there z-we find ſuperior Facultics correting theſe ſen- 
fible ones, and therefore their Experience muſt be more certain 
than that we hear or (ce ; the Mouth tries Meats. and the Ear 


Founds, but unſceri Faculties are fitteſt to try '\unſeen things. . Con- 


ſcience; experience in its horrors and torments is an undeniable. 
proof of a day of Judgment, and fate of puniſhment after this Life, 
the Heathcns own a Hell on this bottom where the. three Furies are; 


the Scorpion Whips, and flaming Brands of the Dire are there ; they 
.call it a Stjgian Lake where perpetual Torment dwells, gnawing 
Dogs and inquititive Erynnies inhabit-there, all this is concluded 


from the dreadful earneſts of a guilty.Conſcience within ; and ne- 


ver any that felt it in any contiderable meaſure, denied a fucure. 


ftatez when it's experienc'd, it will convince the greateſt Atheiti of 
an Hell, and a Devil, though they will not believe a God. . A Ne 


bnchadnezzar and Belſhazzar. will. then owna Supream Governor, the 
illegible ſcratching:of a Finger on'a Wall will fright them in the 


midſt of their Jollyies ; it will imbicter their Cups, and diſrelith all 
their Delights: Expericnce is an undeniable Argument; it will faſter 
confirm it ſelf, than all the Scepticks of the World can invalidate 
it; and all that think not themſelves Bruits, Swine, will own the 
Experience of the Soul is ſurer than that of the Body's;;z and they 

are heinouſly guilty that gnploy.their Soul lo univerſally in ſerving © 
the Body, that it has no time for ſuch Experiments. As the fi:{t Pro- 
poſition is .an univerſa] Axiom, the ſecond is a Detinition z and ic 


were ſufficient for the Deſign, tofay, I mean by Faith the experi- - 


ence of unſeen things : But for further fatisfaQtion. I ſhall divide it 
in theſe two brances : 1. Prove that a Saving Experience in unſeen 
and (piritual things, 1s a notion of Faith conliſtent with the Scrip- 
ture : 2. To prove that the Believer has an experience of unſeen 
things in his'ufe of , and. converſe with the Word. of God, ard is 
thereby convinc'd of theſe unſeen things it doth reveal. 

-1. From the nature of Experience :. It is a fenfible- evidence of a 


| thing, as Pſal: 48. 8.-as we have heard, (o have we ſeen , viz. an, 


Experience of God's eſtabliſhing his Church yz there may be an Expe- 
riment on the Ear, but here Tradition is oppos'd-to Experience ; 
Experience is a knowledge gathered from our ſenſes, but inward ſenſation 
and knowledge are m»re united z ſomething may be before the Eyes, 
or beat on the Tympanum of the Ear, and we have no knowledge 
of it thorough the intentneſs of the mind on ſomething elſe 3 but 
there is a conſciouſneſs that accompanies inward _— . __ 
7 OY therefore 
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therefore inward Experience comprehends all- the thice,, f{enſi-, 
tion, obſervation, and knowledge of it, 2 Cor, 13. 3, linceiye feck 
a proof (an experience,” it's Jdzyjw. the ſame is rendred 3 fo Kam 
5. 4. experience hope) of Chritt (peaking in me, he bids them exae 
mine themſclves if they be in the taith x for if they be in the faith, 
jt was by his Minifiry,” and by the expericnce of a mighty power of 
God toward them, v. 5 edbxues, except ye be reprobates. "i.e. want 
this Experience. ' So that one tning, the efficacy of the Word expe. 
rienced in their hearts,” would be a proof of his Miniſtry, and their 
Chriſtianity. 3 the which Experience if cthey wanted, they were in a 
cwofal contin. V. 6: We are nit reprobaterz, without experience of- 
Chritt's ſpeaking in us, I hope better things; for it will tollow, thac 
you are alfo, if we be withoue Chriſt, ſo you maſt be too z but we 
truſt upon- examination. you will find both'; the Experience of: 
Hearers are the Tonchſiones of the Miniſters Office, and Divinity of: 

2, From the nature of Faith 3 That it is an experience of Divine 
Influence on the Soul, 2-7:m. 3. 8. Reprobete concerning the faith, want-- 
ed the Experience that confitts in Faith, v. 5, They bad 4 form of god- 
lineſs, not the power thereof: 'V..7. Ever learning, 'and never able to come. 
to the knowledge of the truth z foe no improvement of Reaſon will be-- 
get Faith., v. 8. They -refift the xruth, Notwithſtanding this Or- 
thodox Form, they. cannot -bear' this: Spirit of _Godliveſs that- . 
reigns in True Believers: here is a plain deſcription of+ True Be-- 
lievers by experience, as diſtinguiſh'd from. formal Profeſſors : The. 
like you rcad, Ti. I, 16. mnto every good work reprobate 3 without the.- 
expetience of God's good work on their hearts, or cxercis'd by their. 

| hearts; for the goodnels lies within the heart, and _not-in the ex- 
" ternal fat ; Thus men profeſs they know God, but in_ truth deny him . 
they have no true knowledge of God, - whatever they profeſs, fince : 
they want experience... -* » 

1 may ſeem todiffer from Tranſlators, but thewordReprobates-ſig-. 
nifies without proof, or caſt upon trial and proof; hence Heb.6.8. it is 
tranſlated reje&ed ; and it fully agrees with many Interpreters, .1Cor.g. 
27. ſhould be a caft: away, ſays Gr. this is oppos'd to a Part: ker of th:Ge=. 
fpe! ; what is that, but to-experience the Sfirit's influer ce. Calv. with- 
out proof; Par. lt is not oppos'd to Ele, but to Sincere, Fer. 6. 30. / 
Dickſon, That wants experience z and what | valve:inoſt, the harmc=- 
nious ſenſe of the Scripture, Rome. 1. 28. How cably is that Text of 
God's giving men up-to a reprobate mind, cxplain'd, he withdraws-. 
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his Spicit 3- ſo they want the experience of his Condu@ and Power. 
- I might enlarge- this Argument: 1. Faith is an carneſt of 
Heaven, 'and an carnct is'an experiment as well as a (ccurity; a talte 
of thatftate. - 2." Faith-is an Argument,” '1 Fohn 5. 10.” He- that be- 
lieverb, bath the teftimony in bimſelf-: Faith is a teftimonytothe ſuper-. 
natural Truths of the Goſpel;*becauſcit's a receiving this influence. 
| from God; and this foken of his Love in the hearing of itz Faith 
comes” by -hexrinz; an4d- that Spirit uſually received was the Spirit of 
Faith, 2 Cor. 4. $. Epbeſ: 1. the 'Spirit of wiſdom: and revelation 
by this experience*ths Soul believed - all ddivered,' efpecially abouc 
| the Son-of God:: for befide the: Unity. of Soul and: Body in one 
4% Perſon, it now cxpericnces*a Soul a created Spirit, living and ſub- 
E= fiſting by an uncreated "they that are join'd to the Lord are one 
Spirit; it is fo ſwallow'd up in God, like a Criſtal Glaſs in Sun- 
beams, : however diſtin& Nuturcs, nothing viſible but refleed-or 
rcfracted Rays z The life T now live, ſays Pant, is by faith of the ſon of 
God. IT do not live, fays he, bus Chriſt live; in-me, Gal. 2:23- here is 
experience of his Incarnation.  So'of his Mediatorial Office, 'by the . 
returns. of Prayer, affitiance in, and acceptance of Worſhip; God 
doth not countenance Idolatrous Worſhip, "where the: Idolairy was . 
but in the mariner of Worſhip, as the Calf in the Wilderneſs ;-he 
reject: d-it when'the Idols were in their hearts;he abhorr'd ic. if any 
. . fault or gpilt be in worſhippiig God thorough a Mediator, it's Ido- 
latry, for Chrift the Mediator is an Ovj-& of our Worſhip, but we. 
. "find God accepts us ;- why * he 'gours'the Spirit: of Faith-on us , 
which he 'doth-not-to the. Fews, who worthip not in his name; 
| © Though we are at a'low.-cbb, as to this, there remains as much ex- | 
FE perience in Believers as wilt evincethis Truth z the boldneſs we-tind 
- thorough faith in his Blood at» the Throne of Grace, no Soul in the 
ſtate of Sin feels, when we draw near with-an heart ſprinkled from 
an evil Conſcience, this confirms his meritorious Death, Col.2.2. By 
this we come #0 the athnowledgment of #he-myſtery of God; and the Father, 
and of Chrift ; by Faith a Soul becomes an Image-of the Bleſſed Tri- 
" nity, which it is-not, nor-has without it; for it wants the Image of 
the- Son, until Chriſt dwell in the heart'by faith; and of the Spirit, 
until believing we rcjoice with joy unſpeakable; until we have an 
earneſt of fatisfation by bcholding his likeneſs; until Righteouſnels 
and Holineſs be produc'd, there is only an Image of Eifential Attri-. 
| | butes, Spiritualneſs, Immortality, and of the Father, by- Counter: 
' B potition-3 our empty Appetite, and bis All ſufficient ings Ble(- 
* | lednefs ; 
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the ſecond Propofition, That BcMfevers have experience of Spiritual E 


' 10. to know the power of bis reſurrefion, that is, to feel it by their 
” Senſes, Col. 2.12. wherein yqu are alſo riſen thorough the Faith of 


" is graciow, Matth. 16. 23. favouring the things of God, 2 Cor. 2. 14. 


- out Miniſterial application; the Word and Spirit are not. to be ſepa-. 


.of Chriſt, wrote with the Spirit, and che\ Words becoming like an 
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ſedneſs : So what the Socinian fays is contrary to Reaſon, the Be-- 
liever feels harmonioufly piQur'd in his Faith z but this belongs to 


Divine Light and Power through Faith. | 

' 2», From. the nature of Spiritual Knowledge 3 all of-it bears the 
name of Faith ; By bis Knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify ma- 
ny, If. 52. fob. 17. 3. This is eternal life 3 and this is an experimen- 
tal Knowledge, Phil. 1. 9. In knowledge and all judgment ; but, the 
word is. aigno«, in all ſenſation and experience 3 and the Faculties 
of our Souls are call'd Senſes, Heb. 5. laſt. Senſes exercis'd, Phil. 3. 


the operation of God : So that to know the power of his reſurrefion, 
is to feel that operation of God wherein Faith conſiſts ; hence this 
Knowledge is compared to the Senſes, 1 Pet. 2.3: tafting the Lord 


Savour of his knowledge doth ſignify both the experimentalnefs of 
it, and the ſmalneſs, a. ſmell as of a Noſegay ; it's more than a 
painted Flower in an Herbal, becauſe a ſenſation ; but nothing tothe 
Paradifical Garden, where are ſuch quantities for all Senſes, 1 John 
1. 1: it's a feeling, Hb. 10. 34. This is a knowing in oxr ſelves that we We 
bave in beaven a better and endxring ſubſtance ; This Knowledge is PE 
Faith, becauſe it's an entitling Knowledge, it gives an'intereſt in_ - 
the things known. And hence we may.expound that Text, Fer. 3. 
34+ They ſhall all know me, for 1 will forgive their jniquities-3 Actual 
pardoning is enduing with Faith, for the gift of that is the Inſtru- - 
ment by which he authoritatively fgnifies to the Soul , pronounces 
the Sentence, and proclaims the Pardon. 

A 4th Argument is from the immediate; cffe& of the Word of 
God, as impregnated with the Spirit of God, either with or with- 


rated, the one as principal, the other as inſtrumental Cauſe, Iſa. 59. 
laſt. The Promiſe unites Word and Spirit, and conveys them toge- 
ther, My ſpirit that is upon thee, and my word that is in thy month 5 and 
2 Cor. 3,@ 4. it's called the miniſtration of the ſpirit. Now the general 
eff:& of this Word is called, the writing the Law in our hearts and 
minds,. the engrafted word, Jam. 1. 21. and our becoming the Epiſtle 


Incorruptible Seed, of which we are begotten; and our beholding, 
as in a Claſs, the glorious Image of the Lord. Now all this is the 
| H Spirit's 
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Spirit's worknig faith in the Soul through the Miniſiry of the Word, 


illuſtrated by theſe ſeveral Metaphors : Hence, Heb. 4. 1. the word -. 
preach'd did not profit them, not being 'mix'd with faith ; the 


Word is the external Glaſs; the Spirit of the Lord forms Thoughts 
_ and Images in us, ſuiting theſe Truths ; he by a powertul opera- 
*. tion works Faith in us, and then Faith within mixes with the Word 

without ;, Faith comes by hearing, it's the general ſaving effe& z they 
are convinc'd of the Divinity of the Scripture, a very unſeen thing 


to many that profeſs it, -1 The. 2. 13. from its effcGual working, 


that was prop:r to Believers, did they reccive it as the word of 
| God; and 1 Theſſ. 1.5. Our goſpel came not to you in word.only, but 

alſo in power, and in the boly ghoſt, and in much aſſurance : Its coming in 
power, made it come in affurance z the Word believ'd is the firſt 
fruit, the Divinity of it is the firſt fight, thorough this Faith comes 
the reſt, Col. 2. 12, our ReſurreQion is thorough the Faith of the 
operation of God, Eph. 1.19. who believe according to the working of 
bis mighty power; that-is an evident proof, that the general Fruit of 
that Divine Efficacy is called Faith, and may be the very operation 
and efficacy it ſelf,* which doth _ ſolve the difficulty of our re- 
ceiving the Spirit by Faith, and Faith being the Fruit of the Spirit ; 
becauſe our receiving him, and he abiding in us, is by this peculiar 
operation: Faith is the title or term for that particular indwelling ox 
operation, Col, 2. 12. the words may be conſtrued thus, By Faith, 
j. e. the powerful operation-of God, Eph. 3.7, 8. there is grace or 


| favour by which he was honoured to be fo great a Miniſter 3 and | 
the gift of Grace, that was ability for -the work ; the aQing of it, 


or mciſure, xg! mw tereeſciay, they were commenturate, his recei- 


ving, and the efficacy of Divine Power ; and Rom. 1-5. there is an 


obedience to Faith, or SubjeQion, a complying with it, which ſup- 

poſes a. commanding ſwaying power in Faith: So we find ground to 

' believe, that both the general efficacy on the Spirit's part z and effect 
on ours, bears the name «| Faith. 

The 2d Propoſition , That the Beljever has an experimental 
knowledge and converſe with unſcen' things. 1. They experience 
a wonderful Light, Pſal. 119. 18. Gal. 3. :. fob 41. 5; Sights of a 
God, Chriſt, the Law, that they never ſaw before. .2. They ex- 
© perience moſt terrible Bruiſes, Convictions, pain in Spirit, from an 

Inviſible Hand; they complain of broken Bones, bruiſed Hearts, melt- 
ed Spirits, terrified Conſciences, Pſal. 51. Rom.3.19. 4+ 15+ 5+ 20. 


>. #7, 8,9, It may beobjeed, that Devils and damned Souls experi- 
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ence. more of this than Believers, who have not the-experimental 
knowledge of Faith. Reſp. 1. - Things unſeen'to man in this ſtate of 
Security, they ſee, they believe and tremble, it's call'd- Faith. 
Reſp. 2. They ſee not the filthinels and vileneſs of Sin that a Believer 
doth, and therefore not ſo much of theſe 3 they ſee not a beauty in 
Holineſs | 

3. They experience an attraRtive, perſuaſive power to Holineſs, 
and to a& for the Honour -of the Lord Toes Chriſt, that is 
unſeen, unfelt to others, John 6. 44. Hoſe 11. 4. 2+ 14+ Pſal. 110, 
"Cant. 2, 4+ & 3+ 10, they are in love with the Lord, This name 
" is as Ointment pour'd forth. 4. A Power to make them part with 
right Eyes, and Arms, Luſts as dear as their Life, Fer. 23. 29. 
Fobn 17. 17. Pſal. 37. 31. / 

1. When they read the Word, it's Spirit and Life, Fobn 6. 63. 
it's ſweet as Honey, / precious as Gold, _. | 

2. When they converſe in Church-fellowſhip, their hearts are 
warm*®d, Luke 24. 32. | | 

3. When baptiſed, their Conſcience anſwers, and feels a power- , 
ful obligation from it, 1 Pet. 3. 21. _ | 

4. In the Lord's Supper, their Eye difcerns the Body of Chriſt in 
all .its comfortable Influence. 

\ 5+ In Preaching, the ſecrets of their heart are diſcovered, 1, Cor. 
I 4. 24 : 
% In Prayer, they experience vilible affiſtance and boldneſs with 

ſuitable returns. | 

7. The Law and Promiſes are equally ddlightful and uſeful; the 
one is a Law of Liberty, and the other a Charter of an unſeen 
Countrey, whereof they have an carneſt in themſelves, 


The Concluſion is, that this Experience is moſt convincing, 

2 Tim. 1. 12. I know whom I have believed, and am perſuaded. .2 Cor. 4. 
13. I bave believed, therefore have T ſpoken. 1 John 1. 3. That which 
we have. ſeen, and -heard, declare we unto you. As Solomon, when his 
heart, had great: experience of Wiſdom , and Knowledge , he 
diſcovered the viſible World's Vanity, Ecel. 1. So when Believers 
have experience of the Invifible World through Faith, Rom.5. from 
1. (O 6. Experience hope, and bope maketh not aſhamed , becauſe the love 
of God ir ſhed abroad in our hearts. This Experience confirm'd their 
Hopes, which v. 1, and 2. 15 Faith, for. by that juſtified, by chat 
accels', by that rejoycing in hope ; fo _ gift of Faith was the gift 
Hy 2 by 
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- by which that Love was experienc'd : Love was communicated by 


giving Faith z this Experience convinces of theſe Sup:rnatural 


Truths that are the foundations of the Goſpel z the truth of the be- 
ing of a Mediator, and Jeſus being the perſon, and that Pcrfon be- 


ing God-man, one of the Perſons of the Trinity ; and of the ſweet- 


nefs of that Fellowſhip. in the Trinity, as is before obſerv'd in the 
firſt Pro, Arg. 2. - 


[4 
A 


I come now to the Fourth and Laſt General Head, vis. That © 


Faith is an Inſtrument of Conveyance , - or entitling - to unſeen 
Hopes ; Which I ſhall 3. prove, 2. explain in what reſpeds Faith is 
| {o. As tothe firſt; Order would require that I ſhould firft prove 
this to be the ſenſe of the Text, and then to'prove, that it is a 
ruth in it ſelf; but brevity puts me to put both under one: 1. There 
are theſe four words in the Text and Dod@rine ; Subliance,  Hypo- 


fiafis, Earnefi, and Faith z which I ſhall propoſe as four (everal To- 
picks, to prove this Do&rine to be a truth in it {clf, and the Truth © 


contained in this Text, From, 


T7. Subſtance : The. Aq. on this veryT ext, - in his Secunda fecunde, 
ſays, That Subſtance is ſuch a beginning of any thing, or Principle, as con- 
tains the whole maſs virtually in it ; and ſo ſays he, Principles of Know- 


ledge may be called the Subſtance of Knowledge z aud I find the Scripture _ 
ufing it in this Senſe, Pſalm 139. 15, 16. My ſubſtance was* not bid 


from thee when 1 was made in ſecret  ——Thine eyes did ſee my ſubſtance, 


yet being imperfe z David calls the embreo of himſelf in the Womb, 


his Subſtance 3 T/a. 6. laſt. As an oaks whoſe ſubſtance is in them, when 
they caſt their leaver, ſo the holy ſeed ſhall be the ſnbſtance thereof. 
The virtue of Leaves, Bloſſoms and Fruit in the Winter-time, 

when they. are all gone, remaining in the. Tree, is callcd their Sub- 
tance; and ſo the Seed. of Grace in a backſliding Believer, or 
a ſmall Remnant in a day of general backſliding, in relation. to a 
following revival or harveſt of Converſion, is called .the- Sub- 
ftance of it, and an Earneſt is of the very ſame nature ; for it is a 
little part of the whole maſs, that by legal connection contains the 
whole in it. | +; | ; 

2, Hypoſtaſis, which is the word in the Original, doth properly 
fignifie, that which doth ſuſtain, eſtabliſh, or confirm a thing 3 it 
is tranſlated, Fudges 6. 4. Suſtenance. Fob 22. 20. Subſtance, Eze- 


kiel 26, 31, a Garriſon, Pſalm.39, 7. Hope, So whether it, be ufed 
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in Nature, Art, or Morality, it tignifies that which upholds 3 it 15 
uſed Five times in the New Teſftament,. and infour of them, 2 Cor» 
9.4: 11,7, Hib., 3.44. and in this Text it fignities moſt properly 
a Principle or Foundation, a Foundation of boaſting ; the fifth 
place. Heb. 1.3. it is Tranſlated Perſons, but according to Chry- 
ſoſftome”s Comment on the place,not much differing fromthe former, 
icy 3 mamig evurocrar@ x) Tg waoramy Wy Seduer@ i The Father 
is Selt-fubſifttant , and needs nothing to a ſublitiencez the Son 
ſublilts: by him as the Chiracter or lmage by the Perſon it repre- 
ſents; ſo he is of the fame Efſence or Nature with him. TheLa- 
tin Church did long hold only one Hypoltalis in their Creed. The 
fignification of the word Faith , according to- its Etymology by 
Clem. Alex. Strom, Lib. 4. Þ. 513. Tmi1s mug m0 oy ems # ofugn's duor, 
and Theod. Therop. p. 479: ww5aas, that which eſtabliſhes and upholds 
the Soul z hence it's called an Anchor, Heb. 6. 19. and Rom. 11. 20, 
Becauſe of unbelief they were broken off, and thou ſftand:jt by faith ;, and 
2 Cor. 1. 24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, fir by faith 
we-ſtand : Now it is by virtue of Faith being an Earncſi, or of an 
Intitling natu-e, that it becomes a ſupport or eſiabliſhment to the 
Soul; for by our. viewing of | the Promiſcs, how great, and how 
ſuitable things they contain, and who made them, his Ability and 
Fidelity, we come to be per{waded that they are fure ; yet they had 
brought no comfort or eftablifhment to our Souls, if God had not 
eſtabliſhed this Law, That he who bclieves them hath a Tight to 
them3z and that he who hath given Faith thereby, hath taken hold 
on us; as well as we on him 3 Philippians 3. 12. That I may appre- 
bend that for which alſo I am apprehended of Chrift J:ſus : So tince Hy- 
poſtalis is that which doth ſupport and cfiabliſh any thing, and 
Faith is that. by which the Soul ſtands and is eſtabliſhed, Faith is the 
SouPs Hypoſtatis 3 and fince it*s only eſtabliſhed by that:+which gives 
it a right to Hope for unſeen things, Faith is an earneſt of them, 
and Hypoſtalis ſignifies it being fo. 

3. An Earrelt: It's a word that runs through many Languages 
Eattern and Weſtern, and it's root, 2 Gharab , is of very many 
Genifications, but they are thought among Philologiſts to be deri- 
ved from.and agreeing in this one fignification,viz. Tounite, or mix; 
hence as Gharba reſpects our legal Union with Chriſt, it's called a 
Surety: Hcb. 7.23. Verſe, for ſo the word.in the Syriac is 3 and as 
it relpects our Spiritual Union, it's called an Earnett, and is applied 
to the Spirit, 2 Cor, 1. 22. and. given the earneſt of the ſpirit in our 
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hearts; the word is Tranſlated Earneſt, Pawn, or Pledge, as Genef. 
39.17, or Love-token, for wyy{e 4 3aps, the Ring in Marriage, 
and all other precedent Elpouſals have this name, and all agree in 
this common nature, to ſecure or confirm z but there are theſe three 
Particulars wherein an Earnett firialy taken differs from the former z 
1. A Pawn or Pledge ought to be as much worth, or more, than 
that for which *tis made a Security ;*but an Earneſt is but a little 
part, wiegy 73 weE- ft o8 m1, ſays Chryſ. and the Fathers atgue 
it backward and forward ; and how great is then the Poſſeihon, if 
all the Grace in Faith be but an Earneſt? ſays Oecum. on Rom. 3.13. 
Says another, either a Believer muſt enjoy Heaven, or God will loſe 
his Earncft ; but that cannot be, for Lyke 10. 41. Mary has choſen 
the better part, which ſhall not be taken from her. John 14. 16. He gives 
the Comforter that he may abide with; you for ever. 2. An Earneſt is part 
of payment; a Pawn is to be reſtored, ſays 1/id. Lib. 5. 20. Indeed 
Faith is to be changed for Viſions and the Scripture fays, Now abi- 
deth faith ; but that Change is of.that kind-which the Apolile ſpeaks 


of, when he ſays, That which is in part is done away, when that which is 


perfect comes; for Chriſt dwells jn,-and enters the heart by faith ; 
Chriſt and the heart are united by that Cement, and the Bor.d will 
never be broken ; he will never leave his Houſe he dwells in, or 
leave off to be worſhipped in that Temple. . 3. An Earneſt is ſome- 
thing of the fame kind, which neceſſarily follows from the former, 
and is further confirmed by the name of Firſi-fruits, that faith fo fre- 
quently bears in Scripture, - Rom. 8. 32, and Subttance, Heb. 10. 3.4. 
Knowing in your ſelves that ye have a better and enduring ſubſtance ; or 
Vragtty, or varcumy, tor Theod. defines Hypoſtafis by 72 ves ©, in 
oppoſition to Tegan 3 fo Faith being call'd a Subſtance, or Hy- 


poſtatis, is in oppolſition:to the things of this World, that are tran-. 


fitory, vaniſhing, accidental, Chryſ. Hom. 20. ad Rom. Riches, Glo- 
ry, Beauty, Pleaſurcs, or whatever is eſteemed great in this World, 
are all a Shew, a Scenical Stage-affair ; but ſpiritual) things are real 
Beings of a more (lid and abiding nature. The 4th Argument is 
ftom Faith, and it is comprehentive of many : For-1, the manner 
of Conveyance is call'd Hold or Tenure, Freehold , Copyhold, 


Leaſe, &c. Faith in Scripture is call'd Hold, Xim. 4.16. Tt 85 of 


faith #hut it might be by g7.ce 5 Chritt by Will has Tit us a large Eftzte, 
but it isSlike Copynolt, it muſt be taken out in the Court of the Su- 

perior Lord of the Mannor y and they that will not hold (5, thall ne- 
| ver pollels, Rom, 9 31, 32. Have not attained thurefere, becauſe they 
| ſon 


- 
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 fomght it not by faith Juſtification is a-part of it, and that is Rom. 3, 
28. by faith, without the deeds of the Law 3 it is very obſervable, that 
Hold'or Tenure in Law is cail'd Fee, or Faith ; they are the fame 
word by a Spaniſh ox French Diale&, the one lays fe, the other foy, 
for faith, and fie, he believ'd 5 hence we call Eſtates Fee- timple, 
Fee-tale, Fee-farm, fealty or fides being the Condition, whether of 
Allegiance to the King, or homage when to an interior Lord z and 
the Tenant is Feoffee, the Lord the Feoffer, the Rites Feoffment, and 
the Latin feudum is from fidem alſo. So the Caſe of Holds and Te- 
nure is a timile and metaphor of this our right to Heaven by faith, 
though wich many dithmilicudes in the one giving faith, or fulfilling 
the Condition in the other ; acceiving faith in the one, a virtuous 
faith in doing in the other, a firm cruliing what "God has promiſed 
to do, 2, That gives right, ſwo modo, which has the Promiſes an- 
nexed to it, Rom. 10. 9. Heb. 10. 39. Gal. 3. 7, 9. 1Cor. 1, 21. 
Afis 13. 39. 3- The ſpirit of Faith bears the name of earneR, 2 Cor... 
4.13: So he is called, 2 Cor, 1. 21. 5,5. Eph. 1.14. and that on 
a double account 3 - I. as he ſecures the Eftate, 2. as he affares the 
Perſon ; the tirlt is in working faith, the (econd{ is in ſealing faith, . 
or bearing witnels that we believe ; for the truth of this read firſt, - 
Fobn 1.4. 16, 17, 20, there was a Spirit dwelling in them, and yet a 
Spirit promiſed to them ; a Spirit the world could not receive, be- 
cauſe he was not'in the world ; it was the ſame Spirit they had in 
them that was promis'd to themz and becauſe the world poſleſs'd. 
him not after the firſt manner, they could not receive him after the 
ſecond manner, for the world could receive him after the firlt kind : 
The two kinds of inhabitation are thus Uiitinguiſhed ; by the firſt 
they knew Chriſt and his Spirit, v..17, 19. This is faith, the evidence 
of . things not ſeenz by the 2d they knew this mutual inhibi- 
tion, you ſhall know that you are in me, and I in you. By the firſt, V4 6.. 
they kept the Commands, were ſandified : By the 2d they enjoy'd 
a peace, V. 27. that the world was not acquainted with. - Com» 
pare 2dly, As 15. 8. Fobn 3. 33. He that bath. received his teftimony, 
that is, believed, hath ſet to his ſeal, that God is true: That the Gentiles 
by my mouth ſhould bear the word of the goſpel, and believe; and God which - 
knoweth the hearts, bare them witneſs, giving them the Holy Ghoſt. So the. 
Spirit, as he works fairh, ſecures the Inheritance, receives God's Te- 
fimony, knows him; as he aſſures the perſon, he gives the perſon. 
the knowledge he has faith 3 by the one we ſet our Scal that God is-- 
true, by the other he {cals us to be.true Believers, 4. The Title of: 
NE Kaith,, 
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Faith, it is call'd, H.b. 2.1 4. the beginning, Or principle of confidence - 


Phil. 1. 6, H: that bath begun a god work,” will perfeft it ; {o it being the 


beginning, becomes, thorough the Promiſe, a foundation to conki- 
dence, an Anchor of hope z Chrift in us, is the earneſt of God's be- 


ing all in all. The Scripture aſſerts theſe things of Faith; that ro 
Inftrument of Conveyance, but an Farneſt, can anſwer; as 1. Poſ. 
ſeſſion of the Eſtate,  Fobn 3.36. 5. 24. 1 Tim. 6. 12. 2. The af- 
teion of Joy that attends poſſeſſion, 1 Per. 1.8.Rom. 12,12, Rom.g.2. 
This being proved, that Faith is an-Inftrument of entitling to 
Heaven by way of an Earneſt, it's like the bunch of Grapes tht 
the Spies brought long after the Promiſe, and a little before the Poſ- 
ſeſſion. There remains one Propoſition more to be explained, to wit, 
in what reſpects Faith docs give right to the unſeen hoped-for 
things ; there are but theſe two reſpeas, to wit, aively or pal- 
fively, that all the ſeveral Partics and Opinions may be redaced un- 
to. Firlt actively; Papiſts, Socinians and Arminians, though they dit- 
| fterently explain the Hypotheſes, agree in this, That Faith julithes 
as it is a work, though they do not ſay that the exerciſe of Faith is 
fo noble a work above the. exerciſe of other Graces, and therefore 
they commonly join Love and Repentance with itz but by vertue 
of Divine Promiſe that is of free Grace in a peculiar manner annex- 
ed fo that Work; that though the Work it ſelf is not better than 
others, God of his Soveraign Pl-alure hath pitched upon it, rather 
than others, partly from his own Soveraignty, and partly from its 
fitneſs, The Socinians fay, this gives right without reſpect to Chriſt's 
Merits ; the others ſay,. it doth receive its vertue from Chriſt's Me- 
rits 3 but this they agree in, that it is its work and excrciſe that 
gives the right immediately, againſt which I propoſe theſe. Argu- 
ments. 1. That the Scripture fays, if it be of Works, it's of Debt, 
and not of. Grace ; but if it be of Faith, as it isa work, it is of 
Works. 2. The Scripture ſays, we are juſtined without Works, 
To him that workath not, but believath in him that juſtifieth the 
ungodly. 3. If as a Work, then whatever be the Obje&, Faith 
ſhould give right. For inftance, We believe the Creation, the De- 
luge, and the great Atchievements of the Worthies of the (1/4 Teſta- 


ment by a Faith depending upon the Teſtimonies of Divine Authority, 


and ſome Pcrſons Faith arc under as laborious an exerciſe in be- 


lieving of this, as in believing of God's ſpecial favour toward them ; . 


why then ſhould not this Faith.uftify, or give a right to the luheri- 
tance, as wcll as faith in Chrit? why thea (ſhould not the "Io a 
| : I ew, 
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' Jew, as well as the fiith of a Chriſtian ? Fa Tf faith, as a work, 
give right and title, then the more of faith, the more of the work 
there is, the larger ſhould be the Intericance. 5. The exerciſe of 

> Love is of a more noble and Divine Nature ; the Apoſtle ſays, the* 

 Apreatef of theſe is charity z, in Love we imitate God, but not in Faith; 

; fur be puts not truit in his ſaint9, nor doth be receive of any. Laſtly, For 
a great deal 1s already faid againſt this before-hand : It will either 
exclude Infants, Fools, and diftrafted Perſons from Heaven, or it 
will make an alteration in the Law of Heaven, to wit, that they 
are ſaved without Faith. 6; 
Therefore | ſhall with the common bulk of Proteſtants aſſert, 
That Faith pathvcly taken, gives right, which comprehends un- 
der it theſe four Reſpecs: 1. As a gift z 2. with reſpc4 to its 
Objc& ; 3. with reſpect to the Inſtitution abont it ; 4. with re- 
ſpe& to its titnels.. 1. It gives right, as it is the gift of God ; and 
this 4s the very letter of Scripture, Eph. 2, 8. For by grace are ye ſaved 
| throngh-faith, and that not of your ſelves , it is the gift of God, not of , © 
p 6 mos Faith is partly of God, partly of us; as to the work or ex- 
| exciſe, it is in us. and ſorne way of us; but as to the being and gift 
of it, it's wholly of God : The Text ſays here, It faves us, not as it 
is of us, but as it is of God, 2, This is neceſſarily included in its 
ph being the ſubſtance of things boped for; for being of the ſame nature 
with them, a firſt 'fruit and carneft of them, it is the Seller and 
Donor”s part to give the earneſt, not the Receiver. 3. It gives 
right, as it unites-us to Chriſt, in whom the right is ; Heirs of God, - 
and cobeirs with Chriſt : But God's gift of faith is an uniting us to 

Chriſt, Gal. 3. 24. To bring us wnto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified 

by faith.. 1 Tam 5+ 12. He that bath the ſon, bath life ; and he that 
F hath faith, hath the Son, for Chrifts drells in the heart by faith, and 
4 that indwelling is the carneſt; Col. 1. 27. Chriſt in you the hope of 
> glory ; and the giving of faith, Gal. 1. 16. is a revealing bis ſon in 
45, and a cauſing us to behold bis glorious image. '2, Cor. 3. 18. and 
4-9. Chriſt ſhining in the heart, is the light of the glorious Goſpel. And 
Gal. 4. 19. This Gift is called a forming of Chriſt in us. | 
4. From the very nature of the thing 3 Chriſt is the Author and 
Finiſher of Faith , the work of it in the'Soul is wholly his ; it's a 
Faith of the operation of God, and in it is ſach a work of his ſpe- 
cial Grace, and ſuch a manifeſtation of his peculiar Favour and Love, 
that muſi neceſſarily carry: along with it the Poſſeſſor's compleat 
Blefſedneſs, though diſpenſed by the meaſures of Infinite Wiſdom: 
the Goſpel ſaying, That whoſoever bath faith ſhall be ſaved z and it | l 
1 a likewiſe - 


. . . , a L THe, © IR > 3 5 Yaet. ot 122. 
z To ddd oa, oats es od 3 Sr eats 3 Hig MEI ck RS NE ONS + 
xt STR te PE WI TUSS D753 T3» CSE, © Da das. OTH 


, "Oh 


counted or imputed to bim for vighteouſneſr: T 


| (58) 
likewiſe faying, that that God is the whole author of it, it does conſe- 
quentially fay. They to whom he gives this Gift ſhall be ſaved. 
5- It puts a probable Senſe on that Text, Kom. 4, His fuih is 


uſuzl Expotition is 
uſneſs -is reckon'd 


Faith objcRively z. that is, Chriſt, or his Righ 


to us for a Rightcouſneſs ; others cry ſhame gn this Exroſition, Is 


Faith Chrift ? Was not the Queſtion, Are we juſtified by faith or work; ? 
not by our Works, or anothers ;z Says not the Text, Abraham's be- 
lieving was imputed ? The force of ſuch Arguments carries Gomarts, 
Tuckney and Pitcarn, all great and found Protctiants, to affert that 
Faith it (elf is here imputed, z. e. reputed, wt qu», their ſenſe is, 
that God eſteems Faith by reaton of \his own Conſtitution, as that 
by which we lay hold on, and thereby are interclted in the Righte- 
-euſneſs of Chriſt ; they think ( es) denotes the final, not the for- 


mal Cauſe ; Faith of ringer of God to hive Righteouſneſs as its: 
ch it is an Inſtrument.] Cauſe, The third. 


effe& and end, to whi 
Opinion, which is Armin. and Socin. Faith by gracious accepting of 
a Penny in the Pound, is counted our Goſpel-Righteouſnels ; - or by 
Goſfel-Conſtitution is our Righteouſneſs. 1 think it is as capable 
of this fourth Senſe ; Faith is given of God to give right, our Righ- 
teouſneſs by the Law gave right. Now God's gift of this Faith doth 
For 1. a gracious. Imputation is a Donation, and this Imputation is 

racious. 2. Rom. 5. There is a gift of Righteouſneſs that is by 

mputation, ſince it inheres in another. 3. There is a gift of Faith, 
I would draw this ſenſe out of them 3, The gift of Faith is the gitc 


of Righteouſneſs by imputation; God Teckons it fo by vertue of his, 


Conſtition. 2. There are ſeveral ways of giving right. 1. The Scrip- 
ture, the Promiſes ; they are the Charter, the Writings. 2. The 
precious Blood of Chriſt ; that is the Price, the Money. '.3, The 
Circumſtances of Seifin and Infeofment ; this is the gift of Faith 
God ſets down in his Book this gilt, to fill that room. 


6. It agrees with what | propos'd on the Romans, viz. That it is 


a Symbolical Infirument of our Pardon, Ads 26. 18. That they may} 


receive forgiveneſs of ſins , and inheritance among them that are ſanfified 
thorough faith. Faith is an Infirument of Conveyance to both, and 
after the ſame manner. Now Inſtruments of Scifin bear the fame 
relation to the Inheritance that a Symbolical Sentence doth to the 
Privilege of Pardon ; and-as harmoniouſly with the Goſpel's being 
a Diſpoſition of Grace. | 


' 7. Ambianat. ſays, the difference between Faith and Works, ſo 


much inſiſted on by the Apoſite, confifts in this ; in Epift, ad Rom. 
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p.17 4. Nec tam opus q-441m menus atpote Dei donum gratifque collatum, &c, 
IWe are ſaid to be juſtified by faith, not workg, becanſe faith is the gift of 
God, When God gave him Faith, be call 'd him a Friend, for that 


: was a gift of his ſpecial Grace and Goodneſs. And on the 4th Verſe 


bcfore he oppos'd Work and Gift, now Worker and Believer ; 
and 'when ungodly, by this Gitt indues him with his own Righte- 
ouſneſs, þ. 175+: To believe, is not to work, but Ts va maleiy, to ſuf- > 


* fer a Divine Impreſſim; we are Veſſels, that gift is, a Divine Infuſion ;— 


or we are like the Air, that gift like the light in-the Air, — _ 

2. In reſpe& of the Object ; it does not give right by vertue of its . 
Exerciſes or Work, but as it is the cement, by which the Soul is uni- 
ted to, and intereſted in Chriſt ; For firſt, Its Exerciſe is Recep- 
tion; and the Beggars hand only inriches by vertue of the Gift ;- the 
Rich-man's hand only nourilhes by vertue of the Food he eats. 2.Be- 
cauſe the Scripture aſcribes the Bleſſings toFaith only, as terminated 
upon ſuch an Objc& as Chriſt, or Chriſt's Blood ; It's worthy of all ® 
acceptation, that Chriſt came to ſave ſinners : And Rom. 3. 25. God bath 
ſet bim forth to-be a propitiation through faith in his blood. 3. The Sa- 
craments, which are the Viſible Goſpel, repreſents the Caſe ſo to 


us; for Faith is our eating and drinking, or hungring and thirſting, 
/ rather abſtraQRing from the Obje 3 it's the Bread and Wine that 


nouriſhes and retrcſhes, not the hungring and thirſting. 4. The 
Faith of Miracles is a diftin& Repreſentation of this: Caſe both as 
to Gifts and Obje&, Ads 3. 16. The faith which i by bim, hath given 
bim this perfedt ſoundneſs. This Cure is as diſtin&ly aſcribed to Faith 
here, as the Remiſſion of Sins, Righteouſneſs or Inheritance is at- 
tributed to ſaving Faith 3 and yet we ſee from this very Text, that 
it was the Name of Chriſt wrought the Cure, not the faith. His 
Name Through faith in bis name bath made this man ſtrong, AQts 14. 9, 
Perceiving that he had faith to be healcd, ſaid, Stand upright. Some 
may wonder how any good faithful man ſhould have ever died in 
the Apoliles days, fince they had the Gift of miraculous Cures 3 
but this Text tells us, that Gift was limitcd, to whom God gave the 
Gift of miraculous Faith. None can reaſonably doubt,- that that 
Faith was' the Gift of God, and the Apofile bids the lame man 
S$i42d wright, becauſe hs perceived Ged had given him chat Gift, 
fo that thc miraculous Cure repreſenting, how the bleſſing of the In- 
'keritance is attributcd to the mirzculous Faith, thews rhat(it is partly 
in re{p:& to the Gift, partly in reſpect to the Ovjz&. >. \ -- - 

2. Divine Infiitution contiibures alſo to Faith's Inſeedentality 


Adam in his lanoccnoy had both an Union and Communion with 
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X ( 60 ; 
God, but that was no Earneſt of the Perpetuity or PerfeRion of itz 
for the Conſtitution was conditional, but the Covenant of Grace 
runs thus, When God hath begun a good work, he will perfect it 3 
and Faith 'is the beginning of this good work. Hence the Succet- 
fion of Goſpel-grace, is Rom. 1 1. 7. ſaid to be from Faith to Faith, 

-2 Cor. 3. it is ſaid to be from Glory to Glory ; ſo that all Grace, 

| with reſped to Heaven, is called Glory 3. all Grace with reſpect to 

{ this State, is called Faith ; for the beginning is Faith, and the end is 

i Glory : And all that lies between is a -growth , and receives its 
name from either Extremes. Faith is the immediate work of the 
Spirit; for all the other works are ſaid to be thorow it, even our Re-. 
generation, Coleſſ, 2. 12. and the many Invitations in the Goſpel of 
coming to Chriſt, receiving Chriſt, and believing in Chrilt, are 
Declarations of the graciouſne(s of his Conflitution. VVe are in- 
vited to Faith, as if it were our reſt and end. Hence it is called 
Salvation, who have ſaved us, and called us ; that in the effectual call 

' Salvation is begun, Eph. 2. 9. By grace ye are ſaved ; There is a great 
difficulty how we ſhould be commandcd to believe, fince it's impol- 
fibls to us, -for it's wholly the gift of God. But there is this two- 
fold ſolution to it, that the Propheti:k.Stile is no: limited to either 
mode, terms or perſon, or ſuch kind of circumitance of ſpeech, as 
Glaſfins in his Philology doth iliaftrate by all kind of inſtances z and 
therefore theſe Commands may be expounded bare Declarations of 
the gracioulneſs of the Goſpel-Infiitution, That he wills all to be ſaved, 
and come to the knowledge of the trath : And a ſecond Solution 4s, That 
theſe Declarations are Minittrations of the Spirit ; fo that when the 
Apoflle bid the Lame man ſtand up, G-d gave him firergth to ſtand 
up z this Precept was but a kind of Declaration, or a prockiming 
that it was the Name of Chrift had cured this min. 

4. Its Inftrumentality is founded on its fitneſs, Rom. 4. 16. Þtis 
of faith that it might be by grace, to the end the promiſe might be ſure. 
Firſt, It's fit to glorify Grace, becauſe an earneſt on God's part, bc- 
ing the Condition, all is given, and all is of Grace. Secondly, It's 
fit for makiog the Promile ſure , becauſe that which fecores the In- 
heritance,: depends on the Infallible God 3 and this would be much 

- more conſpicuous, if we could clearly diftinguiſh what is ours, and 
whar God's in his firlt operation of Faith. Ard 1. For what is ours 
by nature there is a vaſt appetite, a kind of infinite emptineſs z for 
nothing can fill it but what is infinite. 2. From Corruption ; there 
is a deluſion upon this Appetice, the Soul being in darknels, cries, 
Who will ſhew us any good ? and like a blind man finking, in fome 
£ | | | dangerous. 


8 = « mu pI 
, , | ; | : ba 
fs We OI PET IP" Y ; L oc 00 S WPNEM. F - #<£1þ "tte 
bs IR 2 Dares x Yn TT - ET, a ? * wh & h pe ts wn” SS ts - > $ an OE LI ai ao: Wa. 1. ee Borne TEA 4 5 he... Ia 
 $.Ge * ORR PUR PE 3 WF3; > © en OT TI 7 TICS” NT EY EOS Er EO IO 1 OR YN N hed CONES 3 2 IEEE? 7 gps . _ . ” f 
y OR >. - PL <1 th Ot 2 "Ip; b £8.81 by Me Nx. (ft a ANF F- - WY my : 
Aa EE - Pn * 2 2\8 . : Nas - 


, peace, mightily ſatisfied with my Condition, pleas'd wich the proſpeCt of 


dom. : 


( 6c ) 


dangerous place , catches hold on any thing that's nzxt, whether helpfui,. or 
ypritol ſo God being a far off, the World being neir to us, though all us 
leaſures are like fplinting Reeds, yet we Jay hold on it; and when one thing 
fails, we catch hold on another, until the Soul being wearied in the ſearch, 
begins to deſpair, and cry, There is no ſuch thing as ſatisfa&ion or reſt to be _ 
had, and that we are born to be deluded or tormented ; but now and then, -" 
he who enlightens every one that comes into the world, convinces of Sin, and makes 
the Son} conclude there was a reſt, there might have been a ſarisfaQtion attained, 
bur it's forfeited and loſt, and this augments the Diſpair ; this is all in us ; for 
we cannot contribute any thing to Faith. - But 2. What is on God's part : 
1. To paſs by the ſending of his Goſpel, thorovgh the hearing of which Faith _ 
comes. 1. He awakens this Apperite that is either ſtupiſied. through the opi- 
um of Senſe, or deluded through its corrupt Concluſions. 2. He determines 
this Appetite, A#s 16. 14. ſo much is imported in the opening of the hearr ' 
through the Glaſs of the Apoſtle's DoQrine, there was propoſed a glorious 
Image of a Crucified Lord in their room and ſtead, not only externally to the 
Far, but the Scheme wrote by the Spirit immediatly on the mind ; if there be: 
any aGivity 1n us, it is to oppoſe and impede ; we are made willing ; God ' 
doth not barely concur and affiſt in the 'produQiorr of Faith, he is the Anthor 
of it, it's wholly his gift, of his operation. TI have been often puzled how to- 
form a true notion of what I have felr, when thorough great loſs of blood L 
have not been able to form an orderly and ſerious thought, or reduce into di- 4 
ftin& Ideas what T wou!d beg of Ged ; yet I have felt my Sou] full of quier, 7 IN -'2 


22 
k 


God's love, and of being nigh a more full enjoyment of it. Bur-in ſhort, this 
is my difficulty, how I cou!d be under ſo much conſolation as F hive been, with- 
out diſtin& thoughts ; the truth which it confirms me in, is our paſſiveneſs' 
with reſpe& to Divine Influence, though there is more in it than I can reduce 
to proper terms, 3. It's apt from the nature of its exerciſe (as by the gift of 
it God apprehends us, ſo by the exerciſe of ir we apprehend his Allſufficiency, 
for truſting and depending is for good and all) as a mean to the end, Chrift i7 
us the hepe of glory. His beingin us by Faith, is fic to entitle his being in us by i 
Viſion ; faith in him is a fit earneſt for viſion of him ; eating is a fir mean for 5 13 
nouriſhing, and recciving for enriching ; but this being much inſiſted on in : 
moſt Books on this SubjeG, I rhe leſs enlarge upon it, nat becauſe the leaſt of 
Inſtrumentality conſiſts in it ; for though ic may ſitisfy us that God has ap+ 
pointed it, his Inſtitutions are founded on greateſt Reaſon and deepeſt Wiſs 


I ſhall put an end to this Treatiſe with theſe Five Concluſions or Aphos» 
zHms, 


1. The Terms of Art being applied to Divine things, are generally meta- 
phorical, or at leaſt not wholly univocal ; when they-are uſed in their own 
element, there 1s a great ditfcu'ty to apply them right. For inſtance, If rhe 
Seeds of Corn be inſtrument, efficient , or material cauſe of Corn, Sralk and 
E2r. So when we call Faith an Inſtrument, it cannor be expeſted rhar that 
term ſhould ſwallow up the whole vie of faith as to our Salvztion and ;uſtygica- | 
tion, or that every pazticular belonging to. Inſtruments Natural os Artificial 
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Metaphors are uſed to repreſent the ſame things by reaſon of difſimilitude in 
each ; ind the ſecond Rule is very uſeful too, That Meraphors are of a firſt 
and ſecond rank. Chriſt is c:lled a King, and a Lyon ; the latter is a Mztapor, 


the former is more proper ; and yet the common notion of a King doth not 


comprehend Chriſt's headihip. oo 

2. Faith may be called a-conditio ſine gra non, with reſpett to our Juſtifica« 
tion and Adoption, or right to the Inheritance, becauſe ir is neceffiry to-them ; 
we cannot be juſtified nor adopted without Eaith, but fince conditio ſine qua.non 
implies a denial of all cauſality, .and all ufe and ſubſerviency for the end.or 
eff: ; and having only the place of a neceſſary and concommitant preſence, 
it doth not comprehend all Faith's influence in-this affair, nor diſtinguiſh its 
peculiar uſe from Regeneration, Repentance begun, and therefore thus term is 
more proper to thems. 


-+- 3. Ofony term of Art I think an Inſtrument is the moſt proper to denote 


Faith's influence in this affair ; for it not only partakes of the general nature of 


; an Inftrument,to wit.a paſſive fitneſs to ſubſerve the end being ated or ſed, A Mage 
| nifying Glaſs or Proſpe&ive has nor greater fitneſs ro help our weak Eye,than 


Faith our weak Underſtanding ; -our eating 1s not a greater fitneſs to ſubſerve 
our Life, He-1th and Strength, than Faith has to ſtrengrhen and eſtabliſh our 
Hearts in th? way of Holineſs ; for the vaſt Appente of our Soul is the capacity 
of Faith, and the determination of ir on God 1s the exerciſe of Faith ; this is 
our ſpiritual eating ; Appetite before the Fall gave right to SatisfaCtion, elſe 
Infinite Goodneſs and Juſtice could have.made a Creature milerable, yea, .in a 
Hell, before he had ſinned : By Sin we did forfeit this Right, and our Craving 
Appetite makes our juſt Hell ; but through our great Redeemzr this Right is 
reſtored, and by his gift of Faith the due exercite of it, for that turns-the 
defire towards him alone ; the Faith of Miracles had not a greater fitneſs, 
ro intitle to a-Cure, and to diſtinguiſh berween them who were and were not 
to be healed, than faving Faith doth for that end : Not only doth Faith partake 
of the general natore of any Inſtrument, bur a likeneſs ro many particular 
kinds, .to wit, Inſtrument of Sight, Inftrument of War ; Faith is a Shield, In- 
ſtramenr of Life, and that under all theſe Metaphors ; The Scripture repre- 
fents a Chi iſtian Life under : Inſtruments of Seizing, Infeofment, or Tenure, 
It is of faith that it might be of grace ; but I think Appetite is the moſt proper 
and comprehenſive of any; Defiring, Looking, Longing Thirſting, Hungering, 
are the common terms in Scripture; Batah ſignifies both to Believe, and to 
Ask, and hence ſome derive both mm575 and pero. x 

4.1 do think a Legal and Federal Condition 1s.a term both offenſive and 
dingerous : Firſt off-ofive,becanſe ir isa Charafter and Mark of the Socinian and 
Arminian DoQrine, and doth diſtinguiſh them from ſound Proteſtants, who in 
their Confefions and Catechims ule the rerm Inſtrument in oppoſition to it - 
and they uſe this term in another ſenſe than 4rn:inian and Socinian, they take 
pleaſure to offend their Fri:nds, and grarify their Foes, and give occafton rg 
them that ſeek for Divitions, and:look for haiting, to find their defire ; it 
1s dangerous, becauſe pzople are apt to comparethe Terms they hear in the Pul. 


* pit with them they uſe in the Marker , if from. thence borrowed ; and hence 


conclude the Coyenint-of Grace to be a very good Buigain, they can buy Hea- 
: | ven 


ſhould be applicable to Faith , it is a good Rule of Interpretation, that many 


4 
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'ven at a cheap rate, and have the Reward of Glory for a little Service; and 


Clirit was onr very kiad Friend, when made by God Arbitrator, to make the 
Terms ſo eaſte for vs; but I grant thzrt Conditionality with reſpe&t to the Cove- 
nant as well asInftrumentality with reſpe& toFuſtification and Adoption,are often 
applied to Faith ; and I ſha!) fum up the ſenfe of it in my :pprehehenſion in this 
diſtin&ion; They diſtinguiſh between Conditicnem faderis & fadcrat,or between 
the Condition of the Covenant,and of the Covenantees;or tius,between « Condi- 
tion in order to Right and in order to Poſiefiion { or. thus, the firſt benefir ofghe. 
Covenants are abſolute, to wit, effeual calling, Regeneration, Faith ; the latter - 
-re conditiona!: Or thus, The being'inCovenznt is ablolure,or rather relati-e,but 
thereby we are brought under Obligation or Condition. One may eaſily fee thar” 
all rheſe Terms of Niſtin&ion is to one and the ſame purpoſe, and T may thus 
explain it very agree: ble to their Senſe. Faith in the firſt reſpe&t is an Inſtru- 
ment; in the ſecond reſpe&, together with Repentance and ſincere Obedience, 
ir is a Condition ; in the firſt reſpe& Faith's peculiar uſe, as diſtin& from-all 
other Grace and Obedience, conſiſts; in the fecond it 1s a work commen with 
others: Effectual Calling is the giving of Faith ;- by this Call or Gift he appre- 
hends us, and by our exerciſe of Faith we apprehend him; theſe are tur re- 
ſpeftive Names of rlie ſame cement and-union between Chriſt and our Souls ; 
and this is alfo by a Divine Comment a mutual Covenanting between God 21d 
Man ; for he ſays this 5 his Covenanting, the pouring our of his Spirir, the 
writing of his Lawn orr hearcs, the giving of Faith ; and what is our cove- 
nanting but believing, whica 1s a receiving of this Impreſſure, together with 
neceſſary Emanations towards God , that it doth influence the Soul unto, and 
the conſtint exerciſe and motion that is in this vital or living Cement or 
Rond, as it refle&ts and rebounds toward each extream, is a perpetual Cove- 
nanting, and its inirjation 1s the preventing Mercy of God ; we were obliged 
ro obey the whole Law of God 'before' God's bringing us under this bleſſed 
Bond; but afrer this we are under a new Obligation, our duty is a Condition, 
25 it\ doth reſpeC& this Covenant, and 'tis called Obedience with reſpe& to rhe * 
Law. Now Covenent is comprehenſive of all the gracious Re/ation between 
God and us; being juſtified, and being adopted, are but the two Branches of 
being in the Covenant of Grace; and as Faith's Relation is inſtrumental in or- 
der to being in Covenant ; fo it is inftrumental ro Juſtification and Adoption ;as 
good Works follow Juſtification, ſo do they,being in Covenant, viz.Conditions 
of one, and Fruits of another, both Jay obligation for it, and give ability to ir ; 


, and hence we learn, that the Condition of the Covenant of Grace is but a Cor. 


ditio ſine qua non , and not properly a Legal or Federal Condition, for theſe. 
Conditions are in order to right.thoſe in order to poſſcfſion : Faith's Inſtrumens 
tal with reſpe& to Right, but Faith's a Condition with reſpe& to our PoſleC. 
ſion. I once heard the Reverend Mr. How excellently illuſtrate it by the Re- 
demiption of a Slave 1n 4;giers ; The Friend that paid the Randſome-money has 
performed the Federal Condition, but the poor Slave's pains in returning by 
Sea-and Land is the Cora'tio fie qua non, m exder to the enjoyment of this pur- 


- chaſed Redemption Lind more lately,all right to the Bleſſing is in Chriſt, all ſitheſs 


for the Bleſſing is from the 5piritS And hence, tho the Covenant of Redem PUOnN — 
and Grace be diſtin& Covenants in an abſtraQtand contemplarive Conſideration, 
and have the diſtin& Conditions, Chrit's Righteouſnels the one, and ours the- 


other, 
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'ether, yet the one is but the manner of the application of the other, as all the 

.. _, Proteſt.nt Syſtems-and Schemes commonly repreſent the Caſe under the three- 

/ fold Grace of God, the Gracz of Ele&ion, Red:mprion, and Application, and 
- = a ſerious Soul feels it ſo in its praftice, when in the exerciſe of Prayer, Faith 
=©M .___ and Repentance, it dotheye the precious Blood of Chriſt, as the rich Price-for 
Wo -. the plentiful Redemption ; it never reflets upon any thing in it ſeif as'a Plea, 


all its work 15 concerned in applying, and bringing home as much of that which \ bo 
$ - 45 already agreed upon, and paid for, as ever it can. $0 though theſe two i 
_- Sn Conditions of the Covenant of Grace, -and the Covenant of Redemption, be-r ; 

$be ſame name, both are Conditions, both are Righteouſneſs; yer they are not 4M 


of the ſame kind, the one is in order tro purchaſe, the orher is in order to poſ- 
© | ſ{cſhon ; the one is a Legal Condition, the other is a Condition /ine qua non. 1 
6 will propoſe this one Diſtintion more on this Head, ſed fub Cenjura, with re- 
ſpe& to the different SubjeQs, to wit, the Ele&, and others ; it is with reſpe& 
to the one properly Conditional, to the other more of aRelative Nature ; or 
| ſhall I fay ir is offzred Conditionally, and performed Relatively. We preach to, 
=P the Wicked, If they believe and repent, they ſball be ſaved: And as the great 
6 Mr, Durham ſays, Though the Spirit gives them ut ability , the Offer gives them 2 
| - right; bur when the Spirit enables any Ele& perſon ro perform this Condition, . 
3 __ * _," or rather perform it in them, it puts off the nature of a Condition, and puts 
Z + on the dreſs of a mean, or medium, becauſe it is performed more by the Spirit 
than by them : At the General Judgmeat the Trumper of God foundsan Alarm 
to all the Dead, but the Righteous'in the firſt order only receive ability. 
/ © $. I ſhall conclude with this ſafe Advice to thee who art a .more weak and 
\,, Ignorant Chriſtian. 1. Uſe.a} means to attain Faith, working in and about thy 4 
Salvation; faith comes by hearing, exerciſe Faith, try Faith, and keep from theſe — 
two extremes of Legalliſm and Libertiſm, and thou art ſafe; .the one is ſo vile, | 
a man thiat hath true Grace can hardly be guilty of it, and that makes me leſs 
fear Antinomans; the other is more dangerous, a good man may be more liable 
. Þ fo that, which may mar his Comfort, and keep him in fear and danger all his 
. days, than to turn profane, and pluck up the Roots of both Vertue and Grace: 
'- Thus far, even ſo far as my preſent light ſerves me, I have given thee this EG 
\ Gay on the Subjett ; rhe occaſion was becauſe I know none deſignedly treating 
of it. An Ingenuous Reader will nor-expe& perfeftion in an Effay ; and the 
Writer is very ſenſible of not only capacity, but need ofamendment:: A-very » 
neat Poet could ſay, * - _, | | 
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THE END. 
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